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“And they cried, The Swotd of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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COME BACK TO BETHEL’ 


Like Jacob of Old, We Need to Return to Early Christian Joy, to Sweet Promises, 
to Meet God Afresh, and Be Newly Commissioned, and to Renew Holy Vows 


(Written New Year’s 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


s Day, 1958, at Mishawaka, Indiana) 


“And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto 
God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. Then Jacob said 
unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and 
be clean, and change your garments: And let us arise, and go up to Beth-el; and I will make there an 
altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was urth me in the way which I went. 
And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which 
avere in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. And they journeyed: and 
the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after. the 
sons of Jacob. So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Beth-el, he and all the 
people that were with him. And he built there an altar, and called the place El-Beth-el: because there 
fled from the face of his brother.”’—Gen, 35:1-7. 


God appeared unto him, when he 


John Wesley had an experience 
never to be forgotten at Alders- 
gate. There he felt his heart 
strangely warmed, and by faith he 
knew that he, even he, was forgiv- 
en and justified. Saul of Tarsus 
met the Lord Jesus Christ on the 
road to Damascus with a light 
brighter than the sun. There his 
proud heart surrendered to the 
Saviour he had before hated. He 
was saved, then called to carry 
the Gospel far hence to the Gen- 
tiles. Neither John Wesley nor 
saul of. Tarsus could forget his 
crisis experience. 

Jacob had his Bethel, an ex- 
perience as tremendous as that of 
John Wesley or Saul of Tarsus. 
Here we have the story of how 
Jacob, after many weary years; is 
called back to Bethel, back to a 
renewal of his vows and to a new 
experience of fellowship with God, 
a new callto be the head of a na- 
tion and the ancestor of the Seed 
of Abraham, the Lord Jesus. 

Every.man who Knows Christ_as 
vie en has had his place of bless- 

ng, his place of Christian joy and 
ea his place of holy vows. 
And all of us might well, like Ja- 
cob, hear the call of God to come 
back to Bethel to receive afresh 
the promises of God and to renew 
the holy vows we made before and 
the fellowship once so sweetly en- 
joyed. 


I. That Earlier Meeting With 
God at Bethel 


Jacob had a twin brother, Esau. 


~ 


In answer to the beseeching pray- 
er of Isaac, his barren wife, Re- 
bekah, conceived. When the twins 
struggled within her, she prayed 
and God revealed to her, ‘“T'wo na- 
tions are in thy womb, and two 
manner of people shall be sepa- 
rated from thy bowels; and the 
one people shall be stronger than 
the other people; and the elder 
Shall serve the younger” (Gen. 
25:23). So before they were born, 
God had planned to make Jacob 
the head cf the promised nation 
and the ancestor of the Seed which 
He had promised Abraham, the 
Saviour through whom ail nations 
should be blessed. 


1. How Jacob Got the Birthright 
and the Blessing 


And God, who made such plans, 
had put some holy hunger in the 
heart of the boy Jacob. Jacob be- 
lieved what he had heard his fa- 
ther, Isaac, tell—that ownership 
of the land of’ Palestine, the head- 
ship of the nation, the ancestry of 
the blessed Seed, was to come 
through Abraham and Isaac and 
one of these boys. Without know- 
ing how God had planned to work 
it out, Jacob once traded the hun- 
ery, tired Esau (who was born 
first) “bread and pottage of len- 
tiles’ for the birthright which was 
expected to go-to the first-born 
son. 

Later when Isaac was an old, 
blind man, he instructed Esau, the 
first born of the twins, to bring in 


Write Th 


at Letter 


Letter Month Closes April 4. We Need Your Letter of Encourage- 
ment. Free 40-Page Pamphiet and Many Letter-Month Bargains 


By Evangelist Walt Handford, Assistant Editor 


The Bible the Word of God, Perfect, 
Eternal, Unbreakable, Verbally-inspired, 


Jesus Pronounced It Infallibly Correct, 
Our Translations Reliable. 


Christianity Stands or Falls With the Bible. 


Letters are so important to: ev- 
ery one of us.-Possibly no other 
person is quite as eagerly antici- 
pated as the postman. Right now 


“you'.may be expecting a letter 
~~ from some loved one or friend. If 


so, you carefully watch the mail 
box to be sure to get the letter 
as soon as it arrives. 

There is a great deal of talk 
now about whether the postage 
for first-class letters will be 3c, 
tec or 5c. But no matter how much 
the postage, people will still send 
letters to friends and loved ones. 
[t is simply a part of everyday 
life. When I am away in revival 
meetings, how anxiously I watch 
the mail box each day for a letter 
from my wife, scribbled notes 
from my two children. 


Servicemen. away from home 
count mail call as probably fully 
as important as chow call. In oth- 
er words, letters from home are as 
important as eating. If the mail 
does not get through regularly, 
the armed services know that the 


morale of their personnel will ser- | 


iously suffer. 


Letters are the very life-line of 
our work here at Sword of the 


(Continued on page 5) 


venison and prepare it such as the 
old man enjoyed. He said, “And 
make me savoury meat, such as I 
love, and bring it to me, that I 
may eat; that my soul may bless 
thee before I die’ (Gen. 27:4). 
But Rebekah overheard. She knew 
what God had told her—‘the 
elder shall serve the younger.” So 
she schemed with Jacob to pretend 
to be Esau, dress in Esau’s gar- 
ments, and serve quickly prepared 
meat of kids instead of the veni- 
son. So old, blind Isaac was de- 
ceived, and gave to Jacob the 
blessing which he thought he was 
giving to Esau. God had_ intended 
Jacob to have the blessing, and 
it was a prophetic blessing. But 
it need not have been sought by 
deceit and fraud. 

Esau penitently sought now to 
get back the birthright which he 
had bargained away, and the bless- 
ing which he had missed, but on 
this matter he repented in vain. 
God had chosen Jacob to be the 
head of the Jewish nation and to 
enter into the covenant made with 
Abraham and Isaac. 

We can imagine how 


(Continued on page 8) 


angry 


The Cross! 


Pastor, Presbyterian 


The cross was a gibbet on which 


was sometimes made in the shape 
of the letter T, sometimes in the 
shape of the letter X, sometimes in 
the shape of the letter I—a simple 
upright; sometimes two cross 
pieces against the perpendicular 
bar, so that upon the lower cross 
piece the criminal partly sat. But 
whatever the style of cross, 
always disgraceful and always ag- 
onizing. When Darius conquered 
Babylon, he put two hundred cap- 


Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage 


“WE 


i 


By Rev. B. M. Nottage, Pastor 
Bethany Tabernacle, Detroit, Michigan 


We pray that the Spirit of God may bless our souls as 
we meditate on these very small but very significant words. 


The “We All” of Ruination 

We note the “we all” of ruina- 
tion in Ephesians 2:3, “Among 
whom also we all had our conver- 
sation in times past in the lusts 
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind; and 
were by. nature the children of 
wrath, even as others.” 

We all were lost, ruined, help- 
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‘Rev. B. M:; Nottage 


less, Hell-bound, and Hell-deserv- 
ing. “All we like sheep had gone 
astray.”” “But God was rich in 
mercy, and great in love and 
quickened us together with Christ 

. raised us up together... and 
made us sit together in Christ Je- 
sus.” What grace! What mercy! 
What power! 

This “we. all’ teaches us_that 
we were together in our sin and 
ruin when God met and saved us 
by His grace. We should be a very 
humble people. “We are indeed 
only saved by grace.” 


The “We All” of Salvation 


Let us now consider the “we 
all” of salvation and our unifica- 
tion in Christ. In I Corinthians 
12:13 we read: “For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free.” 
Here we have the “we all” of-sal- 
vation and unification. Sin sepa- 


|rates people from God and one 


another. The glorious Gospel o/ 
Christ not only saves us from 
Hell and sin but unites us to 
God and one another for all eter- 
nity. The prayer of our Lord was 


that ‘they. [His. people! all may 


(Continued on page 5) 


Whosoever doth not bear his cross and. come after 
cannot be my disciple.—Luke 14:27. 


eriminals were put ‘to death. It | 


it was | 


sae tet 


a 
| 
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The Cross! v4 


By T. DeWitt Talmage (died 1902) 


Brooklyn Tabernacle 


Founder, Christian Herald 


mée 


tives to death on the cross. When 
Alexander conquered Tyre, he put 
two thousand captives to death on 
the cross. So it was just an ordin- 
| ary mode of punishment. 


But in all the forest of crosses 
on the hills and in the valleys of 
the earth there’ is one cross that 
attracts more attention than any 
other. It is no higher than the 
others, it is not made out of dif- 
ferent wood, there is nothing pe- 
culiar in the notch at which the 
two pieces are joined, and as to the 
scene, they witnessed crucifixions 
every few weeks, so that I see a 
'reckless man walking about the 
hill and kicking carelessly aside - 
a skull, and wondering who the 
villian was that had so flat and 
misshapen a head; and here is 
another skull, and there on the 
hillside is another skull. Indeed, 
the Bible says it was “a place of 
skulls.” But about the victim on 
one of these crosses all ages are 
crying, “Who is he?.Was he a 
man? Was he a God? Was he man 
and God?” 

Through the darkness of thet 
gloomy day I come close up 
enough to the cross to see who it 
is. It is Jesus. How did He coma 
| there? Had He come up on the tcp 
of the hill to. look off upon the 
beautiful landscape, or upon a bril- 
liant sunset? No. He came there 
ill and exhausted. People some- 
times wonder why Christ expired 
so quickly on the cross, in six or 
seven hours, while other victims 
had been on the cross for forty- 
eight hours before hfe became ex- 
tinct. I will tell you the reason. 
He was exhausted when He came 
there. He had been scourged. We 
are horrified at the cruelties of 
the whipping-post, but those cruel- 
ties were mercy as’ compared with 
the scourging of Jesus Christ. 

Two or. three Sundays ago, I 
incidentally mentioned a picture 
which I saw at Antwerp, a picture 
made by Rubens—-Rubens’ picture 
of the scourging of Jesus Christ. I 
had only time to just mention the 
picture. I had not time to say 
much about it. It was the most 
overmastering picture I ever 
looked at, or ever expect to see. As 
the long-frocked official opened 
the door that hid the picture, 
there He was—Christ with back 
bent and bared. The flagellator 
stood with upper teeth clenched 
over the lower lip, as though to 
give violence to the blows. There 
were the swollen. shoulders of 
Christ. There were the black and 
blue ridges, denied even the relief 
of bleeding. There was the flesh 
adhering to the whips as they 
were lifted. There were the marks 
where the knots in the whips 
gouged out the flesh. There stood 
the persecutor, with his foot on 
the calf of the leg of the Saviour, 
balancing himself. Oh, the furious 
and hellish look on those faces, | 
grinning vengeance against the 
Son of God. The picture seized me, 
it overwhe!med me; it seemed as 
if it would kill’me. I do-not think 
I could- have looked at it five min- 
utes and have lived, But that; my 
(Continued on page 4) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 21, 1953 


“Bible Doctrines Show 


Hyper-Calvinism 


Morally Impossible 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


(Chapter. Vill 
follow.) — 


There are inherent 
predestinate one to do righ 
be saved and one to be lost. 

Those hobby-riders who 


of “Predestined for Hell? No!” Two to) 


S oS lars reasons why God could not. 


| 
| 


and another to do wrong, one to | ccday 


. | with a heart attack, and soon died. 
believe that God predestined | | 


some people to be saved and that they will be saved by God’s | 


coercive grace, 
and eannot be 

God's deliberate 
ishly wrong, 


saved because. of 
choice, are fool- 
desperately wrong. 
They are wrong in having a doc- 
trine that cuts. clear across so 
many emphatic Scripture. state: 
ments. inviting all to: be saved, 
shoWing that: Christ died for all, 
that God is not: willing that any 
should perish. But they’ are also} 
wrong in that they. go against 


great fundamental, logical scrip-| 
tural reasons inherent in the na- 
ture of God and of man, inherent 
in the nature of right and wrong. 


It is a moral impossibility for God 
to coerce man to do wrong and 


choose for man ahead of time 
that he must repent or that he 
cannot repent. 


I do not mean simply that hu- 
man logic proves hyper-Calvinism 
morally impossible. I mean there 
are great doctrinal truths, 
ent and. basic _ truths, 
taught in the Bible which 
hyper-Calvinism morally 
ble. 


clearly 
make 
impossi- 


I. The Bible Pictures Man as 
a Free Moral Agent Capabie 
of Choice, Morally 


Responsible 

First, there is the nature of 
man as it is pictured in the Bible 
and as. it actually exists. God 
breathed into Adam's nostrils and | 
he “became a_ living soul.” He) 
was made tn the image of God. | 
And what is this about man that | 
is God-like? He is a reasoning 
creature with a moral responsibil- 
ity, a conscience toward right and | 
wrong, with the freedom of choice | 
in right and wrong. Man is. su- 
perior to beasts in mental powers, 


but the simple truth is that now 
men can make an elect 
ing machine which can 
complicated mental of 
adding, subtracting, rememberi 

judging, hundreds of times faster 
than man can do it! But the elec- 
tronic brain, Univac, has no 
will, no. conscience, no conscious- 
ness of right and wrong.-Hence it 
has no. personality. It lacks the 
God-given moral nature of man. 


so through 


processes of 


the 


inher- | 


ric comput- | 


eles | 
ng, 


and that others are predestined. So be lost. 


Why did God allow. Adam and_ 
Eve to fall, and so bring a curse 


on the whole human race? It was 


imherent in the.kind of being that 


God created: 
to choose. But knowing that some 
man sometime would = choose 
wrongly, God planned with His 
Son before the world began to 
ffer an atonement for the salva- 
ition of sinning men! So Christ is 
“the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 
‘But the ability to fall was in the 
very nature of man. 


man must be 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i turn to God, 


and serve, 
| low 


and trust Him, or 
hatefully,, wickedly reject 
‘and God. It is -mherent 
very nature of man. 

This is apparent all about_us. 
Strangely enough, ‘despite all the 
influence that we may put about 
him, every child has .a_ certain 
willfulness which--is- an essential 
part of his ego, his personality. 
He will or he won't! That will 
may be trained for God. If we 
begin in time, by God's. loving 
merey, the child may be won to 
trust Jesus Christ and be saved, 
‘and get a new heart, or sin may 
harden: his heart. But we 
never change the fact that every 
‘child which comes into this world 
has the ability to choose on moral 
matters, though he may be 
‘fluenced, and does choose in morai 
matters. 


in the 


———— 


But if people have that choice 
and exercise that choice in other 
matters, it is certain that they 
also exercise it in the matter .of 
laeccepting or rejecting Christ, 


God made a man who could love | 


| there. 


|The 
allowed | 


| 


and fol- | 
who could | 
Christ | 


| prayer 
Caf | 


in- | 


THE 


EDITOR’S 
by John R. Rice 


Notes 


As we announced in THE SworpbD 
Joe B. Rice, 50 years old, died sud- 
denly on Tuesday morning, Feb- 
ruary 25. He had closed a blessed 
‘evival campaign in Michigan, 
with some eleven professions of 
faith (eight on Sunday night). 
Monday morning he came in on a 
train to Chicago to change for 
Oklahoma City and his home at 
' Edmond. We got him to spend the 
| day with us and take a _ night 
train. We had sweet fellowship. 
He arrived in Guthrie, Oklahoma, 
‘to take a bus to Edmond early 
morning, was stricken 


—~ 


Mrs. Rice and I flew to Okla- 
homa City to meet with the family 
and attend the funeral’ services 
‘at nearby Edmond, Oklahoma, last 
Thursday, February 27. Most of 
the family and relatives were 
God comforted the wife and 
children of our beloved brother. 
service, conducted by Dr. 
Ramey of the First’ Baptist 
Church, was very sweet. There 
was a large attendance; many 
flowers, and much evidence of 
God's blessing. 


Then back to Oklahoma .City 
where my sister, brother-in-law, 
and niece, Mr. and Mrs. Dave 
'Thomas and Catherine, took us to 
the airport and we flew back to 
Chicago. God has comforted our 
hearts in the Home-going of a 


or who could hate. He made 4| greatly loved brother, a noble man 
man who could do right or do} of God, and strong Bible preach- 
wrong. He made a man who could| er, Evangelist Joe B. Rice. 


Thouchts on the Death of 
an Evangelist 

On the plane back to Chicago, 
Mrs. Rice and I had some four 
hours for prayerful meditation. 

she turned to me at once and 
said, “What are those notes you 
are making?’ On the note pad be- 
fore me I had made seventy short 
marks, in groups of tive. “I am 
praying for my evangelists, one by 
one,” I. said. And every mark 
represented some man of God laid 
on my heart for my daily time of 
for evangelists. 

“And what 
marks mean?” 


do those check 
she asked. 

And then I explained that some 
twenty-six of the seventy ten 
whom I prayed for as God-caljled 
evangelists had some serious com- 
plication involved. 


Seven of them had already left 


revival work to go into the pas- 


torate. I 


Sometimes people who are men- | 
some 


ihe -at 


'tally unsettled, sometimes violent, 
'arrogant, ruthless, make life in- | 
‘tolerable for themselves and coth- 
‘ers. In guch cases, doctors have 
isometimies performed a_ brain 
‘operation called lobotomy, by | 
| (Continued on page 4) 
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do not say they were 
out of the will of God. 
is not for me to judge. In 
cases they felt they must 
home to help raise their 
children. In some cases there was 
not enough support in the evange- 
listic field to eare for large fami- 
lies. And some saw great oppor- 
tunities in a growing church, per- 
haps. But seven, although they 
were no longer in full-time revival] 
work, were still on my heart and 
some way I could not give.them 
up. I pray for them as evangelists. 

Five others I had checked be- 
cause they had gone jinto other 
full-time Christian work. Two oi 
them are college presidents, Dr. 
at Pillsbury Bible 
College in Minnesota, and Dr. Clif- 
ford Lewis heading Kansas City 
Bible College. And they are doing 
noble work, I do not say they are 
wrong. Rev. Marvin Lewis, director 


x 
wrong or 
That 


of religious activities and assistant 
‘to the president at Bob Jones Uni- 
i versity, is doing a great work. I 


do 


not say it 
God, 


is wrong. 


But oh, 
What will we 


do.for evange- 


jists? 


| 
| 


Ten others of 
checked with 


these seventy I 
a sad heart. Each 


‘one of the ten nas in some very 


definite way sold out. One has 
decided that he can do better by 
having fellowship with modernists. 
He now actively endorses the Re- 


vised Standard Version of the Bi- 


rates: $2.50 per year, $5 for three years, Canada anid) bie. 


He caters to denominational 
leaders. He now shuns the funda- 
mental group responsible for his 
salvation and special Christian 
training. Some others, under the 
pressure of denominational leader- 
ship, have tried to hold. revival 
campaigns -only in their particular 
denomination. One of them, who 
(Continued on page 5) 


vangelists 


IREPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


(NOTE: We are happy to publish honest reports of blessed revivals from trustworthy 


ev angelists and churches. 


However, if you send us your report for publication, PLEASE 


give exact statistics, as far as possible, concerning conversions, rededications additions, 


etc., or we may not print it, We especially appreciate reports trom pastors and 
chairmen of union campaigns.) 

Rey. Frank ‘Thompson, pastor gs ae 
a marie tte Baptist Church, Mar-| ‘irst-time decisions for Christ 
lette, Michigan, writes of recent] wore recorded. 


blessed meetings with EVANGE- 
LIST BOB EATON. Twelve came 


forward for _ salvation; many 
Christians confessed sin in then 
lives. The last Sunday of the 2- 


week meeting, 26 came forward 
for baptism and church member- 
ship. The pastor says of the evan- 
gelist: “We are still experiencing 
the tremendous impact of this 
man of God whose main interests 
are soul winning, stirring the 
Christians, and building the loca! 
church. I highly recommend him 
as a Spirit-filled preacher on fire 
for the. Lord.’ 

Fifteen subscriptions to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD were gotten 
during the campaign. ‘Almost ev- 
ery family in my church is a 
Sword reader,’ says the pastor, 
and he adds, “Praise the Lord!” 

% * 


* 


EVANGELIST GLEN SCHUNK 


of No.. 10, Blythewood _ Drive, 
Greenville, South Carolina, was 
at Horace Baptist Church, Hor- 
ace, Illinois, February 9-23. Rev. 
Garth Sibert, pastor, writes: “‘De- 


spite near zero temperatures dur- 
ing the middle part of the meet- 
ing, the attendance was excellent 
both weeks. No man_has ever been 
used to stir the Horace Church 
as was Brother Schunk.... There 
were 27 saved. Approximately 50 
rededications were recorded. Two 
surrendered to full-time Christian 
service. Thus far there have been 
8 additions , I have never 
worked with a more cooperative, 
understanding man.” 


Be a % 
EVANGELIST J. _H. (DICK) 
MELTON of 1340 Chadwick Cir- 


cle, Memphis 14, Tennessée,.writes 
a good word about his fine revivals 


so far in 1958.. January..1-12..hhe} 
was with the Rescue Mission, Mo- 


bile, Alabama. From there he went 
to Bible Baptist Church, Fernandi- 
na Beach, Florida, January 13-26, 
where he saw 37 professions of 
faith and additions to the church. 
The Lord blessed also in a re- 
vival. with Fellowship Baptist 
Church of Clearwater, South 
Carolina, January 26-February 2, 
where “some 25 adults were added 
io the membership of small 
church during ‘the revival.” 
When the 


the 


evangelist wrote Feb- 
ruary 19, he was at Altavista, Vir- 
ginia, at 3aptist Tabernacle. 
Crowds had been hindered by the 
weather, with many roads blocked, 
but he expected souls to be saved 
despite the small crowds. 


“T have 13 revivals ‘scheduled 
for the first six months of this 
year,” he writes. 

oi st * 

“Rev. Lawrence. W.. Corbett 
writes: of a good revival January 
22-February 5 with EVANGELIST 
DON WILSON of Greenville, 


South Carolina. The campaign was 
held at Forbing Park Baptist 
Church of Prescott, Arizona. In a 
church of only 40 members, 32 
who attended the revival were 
converted, and many rededications 
were made. 
* * # 3 

EVANGELIST DAN VESTAL 
of Fort Worth, Texas, just closed 
a good revival at Southside Bap- 
tist Church, Lubbock, Texas. 
There were 51 professions of faith, 


and 15 additions to the church 
by letter. Rev. Clifton Igo is the. 
pastor. 

* % * 


EVANGELIST CARLYLE 
SCOTT of Crawfordsville, Indiana, 
was with the Fundamental Bap- 
tist Church, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
February 2-16. Pastor Robert C. 
Opfer writes that there were 23 
professions of faith, and some oth- 
er decisions, and “our church real- 
ly was revived.” 

3 oat * 

JACK VAN IMPE and REXEL- 
IA,’ husband and wife musical- 
evangelistic team, were for eight 
days at Big Beaver’ Baptist 
Church, Troy, Michigan, where 30 


— 


iter 


Bible-believing, 


tecently the new 
ehurch building was completed 
seating 300. Pastor Harold Moran 
writes that attendanc® was good 
during the campaign and by the 
last Sunday night 302 were pres- 


ent, a new record. 
Brother Van Impe, an accord- 
ionist with five years of TV ex- 


perience, has played on over 100 
radio stations and has been abroad 
twice ministering in 10 countries. 
He is a graduate of Detroit Bible 
Institute and member of the 
Moody Bible Institute Evangelistic 
staff. Mrs. Van Impe, a graduate 
of Bob Jones University, assists 
her husband with his special mu- 
sic. 
* “* + 

Sword of the Lord EVANGE- 
LIST J. GSCAR WELLS, Box 
417, Bethany, Oklahoma, recently 
conducted” a revival. campaign 
with the boas Memorial Bible 
Church of Niles, Michigan, where 
Rev. Paul “Mie and is pastor. A 
small church of only 23 members, 
they have never had a full-time 
pastor, There were 17 conversions 
and 31: rededications. The church 
greatly enjoyed the ministry of 
Dr. Wells and has invited him to 
return again. : 

The pastor says -also: “Truly 
God has placed His hand upon this 
man and given him the ability to 
win many souls for Christ 3 
Since this revival, two more have 
come to know Christ as Saviour. 
One was an elderly man who said 
he just couldn’t put it off.,any 
longer. A young. mother and son 
gave their hearts to Christ on a 
Wednesday morning « ».. Evange- 
list Wells was a real blessing to 
this community.” 


% oo : i 
EVANGELIST JOE B, RICF te- 
cently conducted a fine revival 


campaign with the Calvary Bap- 
tist Tabernacle of Linton, Indiana. 
The Rev. Calvin Rumley, a valued 
friend of the Rices, is the splendid 


soul-winning pastor, and according 


to Brother Joe, does an exception- 
ally fine job of preparing his peo- 
ple for a revival meeting. More- 
over, he writes letters to many, 
many pastors within driving dis- 


tance, and urges them to come 
with a delegation to attend the 


services, 

Brother recent let~ 
to Dr. says, 

“All records were broken in re- 
cent meetings with Evangelist Joe 
Rice. The church was packed 
night aftew night, even during sev- 
eral days when an important bas- 
ketball tournament was _. being 
held. Thirty-four different pastors 
attended the meetings in the inde- 
pendent church, Twelve cecisions 
were made for salvation, eleven 
backsliders were restored, three 
made their decisions for Christ 
public, who had been saved earlier, 
and a total of twenty-five new 
members ing received into 


Rumley, ina 
Bill Rice, 


are be 
the church. 
“This is the third revival that 
Evangelist Rice has held with me. 
In another church, the Waterman 


Baptist Church of Lodi, Indiana, 
72 decisions were made in two 


meetings at a time when 
church averaged between 65 
So). in Sunday School, - 

“Much of the suecess in 
meetings is due to Evangelist 
Rice’s. ability to win people 
personal work in their homes.” 

(This report was dictated be- 
fore Brother Joe’s sudden death, 
but we thought readers would re- 
joice to know of God's blessings 
on his good ministry.) 

Other pastors desiring the serv- 
ices of experienced, soul-winning, 
hard-working 
evangelists who -understand the 
problems of pastors may contact 
Dr. Bill. Rice, Director, Sword 
Staff of Evangelists, for dates and 
information. Write Dr. Bill in care 
of this paper. 
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Page Three 


“What Must I Do To Be Saved?” 
Halt Price 


During March Letter Month, Tract, “What Must I Do to Be 


saved?” $1 Per 


One of the most effective tracts 
ever written is Dr. Rice’s 24-page 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” This booklet makes plain 
the way of salvation from the 
Word of God, shows what it is 
to trust Christ, explains repent- 
ance, answers questions about 
feeling, convicts, convinces, and 
leads to a decision by the many, 
many precicus scriptural promises 
on salvation. This booklet has 
been distributed all over the 
world. It has been translated into 
more than twenty different lan- 
guages. In Japanese alone over 
three million copies have been 
printed, and many. thousands have 
come to Christ through reading 
it. Over eight million copies have 
been printed and distributed in 
English. We have letters from 
8,565 people who have written to 
tell us they were saved by reading 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
in English. Last year alone 595 
wrote to tell us of their .conver- 
sion through this tract. 


The regular price of “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?” is $2 


What Must I Do | 
to Be Saved? | 


per hundred, plus 15c postage and 
handling. But during Letter 
Month, which closes April 4, you 
may order as many as you like at 
$1 per hundred, plus 15c postage 
and handling. If you are a soul 
winner, here is an opportunity to 
get stocked up on one of the best 
tracts available. At this price you 
ean afford to pass them out wide- 
ly. 

Here is a thrilling letter from 
Mrs. K. G. F. of Glen Ellyn, Illi- 
nois, who wrote to tell how she 
uses “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” to win souls. 

“T have always carried a supply 
of ‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 
in my purse, The last week I was 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, my hus- 
band and I went to dinner at the 
Oriental Cafe. I had but one tract 
left in my purse, so while he paid 
the check I just laid it on the 
counter by the cash register, and 
we left. Sometime later, while 
reading through testimonial let- 
ters in a SworD OF THE LORD, a 
woman had written that she had 


—<_ < 
—_ 


SO —_ 


\ Thy Strength and My Bay 


. 


Give me Thy strength for my day, Lord, 
That wheresoe er | go, 
There stall no danger daunt me 
And | shall fear no foe; 
So shall no task o’ercome me, 
So shall not trial fret, 
So shall | walk unwearied 
The path where my feet are set; 
So sha!! | find no burden 
Greatex than | can bear, 
So sha!i | have a courage 
Equal to all my care; 
So shall no grief o'erwhelm me, 
So shall no wave o erflow; 
Give me Thy strength for my day, 
Cover my weakness so.- ~~ 


-—Annie Johnson Flint 


Lord, 


_ 


Re rg ey rn, eg Ey 


Hundred Plus Postage 


eaten in. the Oriental Cafe, 
seen one of those tracts, 
en it home to read 
it had accepted Christ as her Sav- 
iour. She had passed the tract on 
and was ordering some for her 
own use. i am not sure it was 
the same cafe, nor that it was 
the tract I had left, but I did get 
a thrill out of reading it. I have 
used that booklet so much and am 
sure it has had eternal 
because of His promises.” 

Like this lady, you may 
the thrill of 


had 
had tak- 


have 
Winning others to 


ever you go to win souls. 


Ways to Use Tract 


There is an almost infinite num- 
ber of ways in which you can use 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
to win others to Christ. Here are 
a few suggestions. 


1. Mail a copy of “What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?” to each of your 
relatives who is as yet unsaved. 
I believe it would be wise to ac- 
company each tract with a letter 
telling the loved one you are pray- 
ing that he will read the tract 
earnestly and make a decision for 
Christ. Then back these tracts up 
with your prayers and ask God to 
help to touch the hearts of your 
relatives to whom you send the 
booklet. 


2. Offer to keep a little tract 
rack in the vestibule of your 
ehurch filled with copies. of 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
for people to take and distribute 
properly. If you offer to supply a 
neat tract rack and are friendly 
about it, most pastors would agree 
to such a plan. 


3. Keep a number of these 
tracts at your place of business 
and pass them out to salesmen 
and others who call. Many times 
you won't have time for a long 
conversation regarding salvation 
but can give out a copy of “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?” with an 
earnest appeal for the person to 
read it. 


4. Keep a number of copies of 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
in the glove compartment of your 
car or in a little holder some- 
where on the dashboard. Then 
give the tract to those who ride 
with you in the car or to service 
station attendants, etc. 

5. It may be you could keep a 
number of -these tracts in a little 
container near the front door of 
your home. Many times there are 
salesmen and those who deliver 
bread, milk, or the daily news- 


paper who would be glad to re-. 


ceive a copy of this tract and 
would read it. 

6. In many places the Christian 
Business Men’s Committee main- 
tains a tract rack in bus and train 
stations. If such a program is not 
carried out in your community, 
why not go to the person in 
charge of the station and offer to 
maintain a neat tract rack in 
which you would place copies of 
“What Must I Do t® Be Saved?” 
Many times those who travel are 
lonely, discouraged, and sometimes 
brokenhearted. Only eternity 
could reveal how many, folks could 
be saved in this way. 

7. If you travel a great deal, 
you ought to keep some in your 
pocket or purse and leave a copy 
in hotel rooms, for waitresses at 
the restaurants where you eat, or 
other places where you visit. 

8. You might suggest to the 
young people of your church that 
they take one night a week or one 
night a month when the stores 
are open in your town to pass out 
copies of “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” on the busy streets. Many 
pastors find this an effective way 
to get young people started wit- 
nessing for Christ. 

You see, there are man, many 
ways in which you can take these 
tracts and use them wisely. Why 
not order several hundred copies 
before April 4 at this spécial 
price of $1 per hundred plus i5¢c 


postage and handling for each} 


hundred copies ordered? : 
Send your order today to THE 

SworpD OF THE LorD, 214 West 

Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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'same minister visited in our 
Christ by using this bookiet wher- | and, without any reference to the 


By Evangelist Rebert.L. Sumner, 
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Contributing Editor 


The Leading of the Spirit 
Some months ago in this 
the story of a 
felt strangely 
on a_ local 


column 
minister 
impressed to 
dentist late at 
his 
starting to go several 
decided to wait until 
only the 


who 


After 
he 
morning, 


soul. 
times, 


yard to pick up the morning pa- 
per. Since reporting the above, the 
home 


previous incident, began telling me 
an experience he had just had. It 
so well illustrates how thoroughly 
he had learned his lesson relative 
to following the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, I asked him to write 
it out for this column. The story 
in his own words is as follows: 

“In the late winter months of 
this past year, I left the parsonage 
for an evening of planned calling, 
having several places to visit. 
Early that evening I had a special 
burden to call on a_ particular 
man. His wife was a believer. The 
first meeting in the church she 
had ever attended was the mid- 
week prayer hour. 


“For months she was burdened 
for her companion. He was a fine 
man, had been raised in church, 
but a ritualistic type. He had 
come to Bible class and church 
several times and we had been 
able to establish friendship. ‘This 
particular night of pastoral call- 
ing I was, however, burdened suf- 
ficiently for THIS MAN that I 
let the other calls go. 

“When I went into the home 
the way was prepared, I believe, 
by the Lord. The wife was at work 
in an office, and the husband was 
alone. We opened the Word and 
probably thirty minutes after we 
entered the home, he had passed 
from death unto life by faith in 
Christ as Saviour. He waited up 
that evening to tell his wife of 
the decision he had made for. the 
Lord. 

“Only a few weeks ago they 
moved to a very lovely country 
home and farm. They were in 
their new home just two -weeks 
and three or four days. when he 
was stricken with a heart attack, 
having no problem like this be- 
fore. In a moment of time, he 
went from the tractor in the field 
into the presence of his Lord. He 
leaves a wife and three children. 

“When we arrived about two 
hours after his death, the first 
thing the wife said to my wife and 
to me was: ‘PASTOR, I KNOW 
MY HUSBAND IS WITH THE 
LORD. JUST LAST NIGHT HE 
ASSURED ME HE WAS SAVED 
AND THAT THESE LAST FEW 
MONTHS HAD BEEN THE 
HAPPIEST IN. HIS LIFE.’ : It 
does pay to be sensitive to the 
promptings of the Spirit of the 
Lord as He lays a particular bur- 
den on our heart for those who 
need salvation.” 


Never lose sight of Ezekiel 
Beets OF 


WANTED // 
ONE ‘HE MAN’ 


A man who can find things to be 
done without the help of a man- 
ager and three assistants. 

ww man who gets to work on time 
in the morning and does not im- 
peril the lives of others in the 
attempt to be the first to quit 
work at night. 

A man who is neat in appear- 
ance and does. not_sulk because of 
an hour overtime in emergencies. 

A man who listens carefully 
when he is spoken to and asks only 
enough questions to insure the ac- 
curate carrying out of instructions. 

A man who looks you straight 
in the eye and tells the truth every 
time. . 

A man who does not pity himself 
for having to work. 

A man who is cheerful, courte- 
ous to everyone and always de- 
termined to make good. 

A man who, when he does not 
know, says, “I don't know,” and 
when he is.asked to- do. any thing 
says, “I’ll try.” 


—Western Voice 


British Physicians Sick 
of Sscialism 

The 46,000 members of the Brit- 
ish Medical Association are loud- 
ly protesting the system of: state 
medicine 
a year for every potential paticnt 
in their area. This means they | ™ 
must be responsible for apprcxi- 
mately 2,500 potential patients, 
a tremendous number 
an income of $7, 500 a year. 
cause of this, a British physician 
is forced to take on so many pa- 
tients he has very little time to 
investigate, diagnose, treat and 
follow up the men and women 
who pass through his office. The 
result has been that the medical 
profession of England has deter- 
iorated to mere dispensing of fast 
prescriptions. The doctors them- 
selves are bitter and feel a spirit 
of frustration in their work. 

On the other hand, the patients 


have voiced very little dissension | 


or dissatisfaction with the Nation- 
al Health Service. Two items 
probably figure largely in this: 
(1) they know very little about 
the medical problems and services 
of a physician; and (2) they are 
getting their medical care free— 
including hospitalization, eyeglas- 
ses, medicines, and even 
teeth! The Saturday Evening Post 
editorially.commented on the sit- 
uation: ‘“‘Perhaps this illustrates 
one of the basic curses of social- 
ism: that, when enterprise and 
the spirit of progress have been 
throttled, these qualities, once 
considered to be the lifeblood of 
any civilization, are missed by cn- 
ly a few.” 

The invitation to “Cast in thy 
lot among us; let us all: have one 
purse” (Prov. 1:14), while seem- 
ing glamorous and beneficial at 
first glance, always proves to have 
far more curses than blessings and 
will always remain the language 
of foolish sinners. Any “‘something- 
for-nothing” program sponsored 
by sinful man is guarant@ed to 
be wasee with madden snat es! 


sient Cansmnithes 


Just a passing thought: Elijah 
had the prophets of Baal and the 
prophets of the groves—the mod- 
ernists of his day—-meet with him 
on Mount Carmel to challenge 
them and oppose them, not as his 
sponsoring committee! 

ox 2k * 
Evangelist Sumner can be seen and heard: 


Through March 23: 
First Baptist Church 
Lyons, Michigan 

March 25-April 6: 
Riverside Baptist Church, 


1194 Cleveland Avenue 
Decatur, Illinois 
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Don't (ash ( hecks a4 


lor This Man 


We are asked to warn readers 
Of ‘THE SworpD OF THE LoRD against 
icashing checks for William E. 


He gives the 
(‘hristian 


names. of 
jeaders. for 
payable 
‘National Pris- 


., 4 } . , 
reierence, GQraws 


to himself from thr 


} I» . 
CrneCKS 


/ons Evangelistic | Association,” 
usually on a Chattanooga bank. 
He is neat, uses impressive lan- 
guage, but has a long prison 

eee: le is a-forger and 
is vanted- for forgery, car 

i the et. and breaking parole. If you 

meet him, please notify local 


police at once and contact nea 


anc rest 
the FBI. 


Missionary Gets 
Unustial Help From 
“the Sword” 


For some time the Cecil H. 
Fultons from Rushville, Nebraska, 
have been sending THE Sworp oF 
THE LORD to a missionary family 
named Whitelaws in the Belgian 
Congo in. Africa. Recently in a 
letter the Fultons received this 
interesting comment regarding 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD: 

“We read the Jungle Doctor 
series that is running in THE 
SWORD and like it a lot—find it 
is quite true to life. Not long ago 


we got a wonderful idea from one . 


issue—that of using motor oil as a 
base for making itch medicine. 
Usually we have used palm oil 
or Vaseline, but the ‘motor oil 
is a good idea, too. I sure enjoy 
reading THE Sworpb above all our 
other reading material.” 

We are always interested in 
THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD proves a blessing. Countless 
thousands are helped greatly by 
THE SworpD, yet comparatively 
few write to tell us of their bless- 
ing. During Letter Month we are 
sending a free one-year subscrip- 
tion to THE SWoRD OF THE LorD 
to anyone who writes a letter 
Which we judge worthy of publi- 
cation in THE SwWorD OF THE Lorp. 
We are sending this missionary 
family a subscription for one year 
for this good letter. 

Why not write your letter- 
month letter today? We want to 
hear from you. Remember you 
may have free for the asking a 
copy of Dr. Rice’s new 40-page 
pamphlet, Our God-Breathed Book 


—the Bible. Write your. letter- 
month letter (no __ postcards, 
please) and ask for this free 
pamphlet. 

Address all letters to THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp, 214 West 


Wesley, Wheaton, Ilinois. 


DoD. 
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I want our friends to know two 
things. First: Bob Jones Universi- 
ty is going to stay true to God let 
it cost what it may. Under our 
by-laws and charter, the schoo! 
will have to close -if it ever com- 
promises with modernistic spon- 
sorship of evangelism or Bible 
teaching or any other kind of 
modernistic compromise. Second: 
God is blessing Bob Jones Uni- 


versity as He never has blessed it 


before. We are having our great- 
est year, and we want all of our 
orthodox, Bibje-believing preach- 
ers and laymen in America and 
other lands to know that we are 
going to stand true in this day, 
when the Bible and the Lord Jesus’ 
Christ of the Bible are being “sold’ 
down the river.” 

We want all of you people who 
are interested in our kind. of 
school to do three things for us. 
First: Pray as never before for 


Bob Jones University. Second: If 
you find some young person who 
can be trained for real Christian 
leadership, turn that young person 
to Bob Jones University. We are 
sending out orthodox, fighting, 
educated, Christian leaders. We 
have no trouble getting students, 
but we want as many students as 
we can get who can be trained for 
veal Christian leadership. Third: 
If you have any of the Lord’s 
money, send some of it to Bob 
Jones University. Remember, enc- 
third of the money you send is 
used for the direct spread of the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth, 
and we need some mcre money 
now. to-help get- the Gospel out. 
Thank-you, and God bless_you, _ 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, _ S.C, 


(Advertisement) 
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The Cross! The Cross! 


(Continued from page 1) 


friends, was before Christ had 
started for Calvary. That was only 
the whipping. 


On the Way to the Cross 
With Jesus 


Are you ready for your journey 
to the cross? The carpenters have 
split the timber into two pieces. 
They are heavy and they are long 


pieces, for one of them must be) 


fastened deep down in the earth 
lest the struggling of the victim 
upset the structure. They put this 
timber on the shoulder of Christ 
very gradually, first, to see wheth- 
er He can stand it, and after they 
find He can stand it, they put the 
whole weight on Him. Forward, 
now, to Calvary. The hooting and 
the yelling mob follow on. 


Under the weight of the cross, 
Christ being weary and sick, stum- 
bles and falls, and they jerk at 
His robe indignant that He should 
have stumbled and fallen, and they 
cry: “Get up, get up!’ Christ, put- 
ting one hand on the ground and 
the other hand on the cross, rises, 
looking into the face of Mary, His 
mother, for sympathy; but they 
tell her to stand back, it is no 
place for a woman—‘Stand back 
and stop this. crying.” Christ 
moves on with His burden on his 
shoulders, and a boy passes along 
with Him, a boy holding a mallet 
and a few nails. I wonder what 
they are for. Christ moves on until 
the burden is. so great that He 
staggers and falls flat into the 
dust and faints dead away, and a 
ruffian puts his foot on Him and 
shakes Him as he would a dead 
dog, while .another- ruffian looks 


down at Him wondering whether | 


He has fainted away, 
He is only pretending to 
away, and with jeer and contempt 
indescribable says: “Fainted, have 
you? Fainted! Get up, get on!” 

the 
with His 


Now, they have arrived at 
foot of the hill. Off 


clothes. Shall that loathsome mob | 
of | 


look upon the unrobed body 
Christ? Yes. The commanding offi- 
cers say: “Unfasten the girdle, 
take off the coat, strip Him.” The 
work is done. But bring back the 
coat, for here are the gamblers 
tossing coin on the ground, saying: 
“Who shall have the coat?” One 
ruffian says: “I have it, I have it— 
it is mine!” He rolls it up and puts 
it under his arm, or he examines it 
to see what fabric it is made of. 
Then they put the cross on the 
ground, and they stretch Christ on 
it, and four or five men hold Him 
down while they drive the spikes 
home, at every thump a groan, a 
groan! 

Alas! alas! the hour passes on 
and the time comes when they 
must crucify Him. Christ has only 
one garment left now, a cap, a cap 


Eee : 
Finish HIGH SCHOOL yome 


Complete 4 Yrs. _in 12 Months 
learn More! Earn More! Enter professional or 
technical schools. Advance Socially. Live a Hap- 
pier, Fuller Life. Individual Courses or complete 
schedule. WRITE FOR SCHOOL BULLETIN, 

ACADEMY FOR ADULTS. 
30 W. Washington; Dept. SL33b, Chicago 2, Illinois 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 25¢e per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy is 
= three weeks in advance of publication 
date. 


SCOFIELD BIBLES 
Wholesale and retail. Gold stamping, thumb 
index. Write for literature. Fowlers’ Chris- 
tian Book Store, Hamburg; New York. 


TRACT EVANGELISM 
AN ORDERLY AND EFFECTIVE TRACT 
Ministry, mailing to selected names. Free 
information and sample tracts. Western 
Tract Mission, Saskatoon, Canada, 


AGENTS WANTED 
Sell lovely gold wire Jesus Saves lapel 
and tie pins. Sample free. Phillips Jewelry, 
Belleville, Michigan. 


Run a Spare-time Greeting Card and Gift 
Shop at home. Show friends samples of our 
wonderful new 1958 All-Occasion Greeting 
Cards and Gifts.° Take their orders and 
earn up to 100% profit. No experience 
necessary. Costs nothing to try. Write to- 
day for samples on approval. Regal Greet- 
‘ings, Dept. 53, Ferndale, Michigan. 


ds. 


etl 


OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 
SEW APRONS at home for stores, Easy, 
profitable home self-employment. Write: 
ADCO, Bastrop,, Louisiana. 


or whether | 
faint | 
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of thorns. No danger that it will 
fall off, for the sharp edges have 
punctured the temples, and it is 
sure and fast. One ruffian takes 
hold of one end of the short beam 
of the cross, and another ruffian 
takes hold of the other end of the 
short beam of the cross, and 
another ruffian puts his arms 
around the waist of Christ, and 
another ruffian takes hold of the 
end of the long beam of the cross, 
and altogether they move on until 
they come to the hole dug in the 
earth, where they plunge it down 
with its burden of woe. It is not 
the picture of a Christ, it is not 
the statue of Christ you some- 
times see in a Roman Catholic 
cathedral; it is the body of a 
bleeding, living, dying Christ. 

They sometimes say He had five 
wounds, but they have counted 
wrong. Two wounds for the hands, 
two wounds for the feet, one 
wound for the side, they say—five 
wounds, No, they have missed the 
worst, and they have missed the 
most, Did you ever see the bram- 
ble out of which that crown of 
thorns was made? I saw one ona 
Brooklyn ferryboat, in the hands of 
a man who had just returned from 
Palestine, a bramble just like that 
out of which the crown of thorns 
was made. Oh, how cruel and how 
stubborn were the thorns. And 
when that cap of thorns was put 
on Christ and was pressed down 
on Him there were, not five 
wounds, but ten, twenty, thirty- 
I cannot count them. 


The Suffering of Jesus On 
the Cress 

There were three or four things 
lacking that made that scene 
worse. First, there was the lack of 
water. The climate was hot; fever, 
inflamation, nervous - prostration, 
rangrene had seized Him, and He 
terribly wanted water. His wounds 
were worse than gunshot frac- 
tures, and yet no water. A Turk, in 
the thirteenth century, was cruci- 
fied on the banks of a river so 
that the sight of the water might 
tantalize him. And, oh, how His 
thirst must have tantalized Christ 
as He thought of the Euphrates 


and the Jordan and the Amazon 
and all the fountains of earth and 
heavén poured out of His own 


hand. They offered Him an intoxl- 
eating draught made out of wine 
and myrrh, but He declined it. He 
wanted to die sober. No water, 
Then, my friends, there was the 
lack of light. Darkness always in- 
creases trouble. I never shall for- 
get a night on the steamer Greece, 
in mid-Atlantic, every moment ex- 
pecting it to go down. All the 
lights in the cabin were out. The 
captain came crawling in on his 
hands and knees, for he could not 
stand upright, so violently was the 
vessel pitching, and he cried out: 
“Light up, light up!’”’ The steward 
said: “We can't light up; the can- 
dles are gone and the holders are 
gone.” The captain said: “I can’t 
help that; light up!” The storm 
was awful when the lights were 


burning, worse when the lights 
went out. 
Then there was the lack of 


faithful nurses. When you are ill, 
it is pleasant to have the head 
bathed and hands and feet rubbed. 
Look at the hands and feet of 
Christ, look at the face of Christ. 
There were women there who had 
cared for the sick, but none of 
them might come up near enough 
to help. There was Christ’s moth- 
er, but she might not come up 
near enough to help, They said: 
“Stand back, stand back; this is 
no place for you.”’ The high priests 
and the soldiers wanted it their 
own way; they had it their own 
way. 


Christ Died As Our Substitute 


The hours pass on, and it is 
twelve o'clock of the Saviour’s 
suffering, and it is one o’clock, 
and it is two o’clock, and it.is 
almost three o’clock. Take a last 
look at that suffering face, wan 
and pinched, the purple lips drawn 
back against the teeth, the eyes 
red with weeping and sunken as 
though grief had pushed them 
back, . blackness under the lower 
lids, the whole body drooping and 
Shivering with the last chill, the 


(Continued on page 7) 


I'm a Nice 
Stranger 


I never complain. I never create 
a scene. 


When I go to church I never 
offer an objection if the usher 
leads me down the long middle 
aisle to the front seat, while all 
the members of that church crowd 
the back seats and fix their curi- 
ous gaze on my_ embarrassed 
march. No—I just take my seat. 
I’m a nice visitor. 

I never growl aloud when I have 
to push by and walk over the feet 
of selfish church members’ who 
hog the aisle seats and would not 
move out of their favorite places 
if it meant the salvation of a soul. 
Oh, no—I just sit down meekly. : 
I’m the ideal church stranger. ! 


I never reprimand young people 
who sit behind me chewing gum, 
talking and making love, Oh, no; 
I’m too polite for that. ’'m a nice 
person. 


At the close of the service as I 
walk toward the door I never 
make a scene if nobody speaks to 
me or shakes my hand. No, they 
rather in little cliques and don’t 
bother me. I’m the nice visitor to 
the church. 


And [ll tell what else I am: [’m 
the stranger who never comes 
back. That’s my little revenge for 
not being welcomed. I know when 
I’m not wanted. I can sense when 
church members are cliguish and 
unfriendly. I can tell when they 
lack interest in the spiritual wel- 
fare of their visitors. I, of course, 
am too cultured and too nice to 
say anything. I just go to some 
other more friendly, more hos- 
pitable, more spiritual. church— 
or don’t go to churth at all. 


Much is said in the Bible about 
hospitality, kindness and concern. 

A few years ago I found myself 
in Chicago on a Sunday morning 
with a few hours between trains. 
I decided to visit a large well- 
known church in the Loop. I went 
early on purpose and, following the 
service, lingered just to see. And 
I saw—and felt! Not one person 
greeted me on arrival, and no one 
shook my hand on dismissal. Sun- 
day School was to follow the wor- 
ship service. I was not invited. I 
walked out of that cold, formal, 
wealthy church feeling unwelcom- 
ed and unwanted. I have never 
gone back. 

I wouldn’t make a complaint— 
I’m a nice visitor. I just don’t go 
back. 

There are millions who could be 
reached by a little bit of hospitali- 
ty and warmth. 

Are you just a nice, complacent 
church member, or are you genu- 
inely concerned about the spiritual 
condition of strangers and visi- 
tors? | 

Remember Paul’s admonition, 
“Be not forgetful to -entertain. 
strangers.” 

—Christian Digest 


AD. L. Moody 


Story V4 


A rich man lay dying in his bed. 
During all her waking hours his 
little daughter sat by his side; tor 
she loved her father dearly and 
found it hard to understand why 
such a big man as he should be so 
helpless there. 

One day the officers of his busi- 
ness firm came to pay their re- 
spects to him while he was still 
living. After they had gone, the 
little girl inquired: “Father, are 
you going away?” 

“Yes, darling,” he replied, “and 
I’m afraid you'll not be seeing me 
again.” 

‘‘Have you a nice-house and lots 
of friends where you're going?” 
she asked. 

The important man lay silent 
for a few moments. Then he ex- 
claimed: ‘“‘What a fool I’ve been! 
I’ve built a great business here but 
[’Il be a pauper there.” 


piled litle eee te ee ee 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 
and approved. 
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which. one lobe of the brain is 
severed from the rest of the brain. 
Strangely, part of the will is gone. 
The patient may become docile, 
easygoing, without the drive and 
push he had before. One part of 
the man’s independent moral na- 
ture has been tampered with. 
Though it is only partial, even so, 
it is sometimes disastrous. Intelli- 
gent physicians everywhere ae- 
bate on the matter and feel that 
lobotomy is a last resort for a 
man mentally unbalanced because 
of a certain overburdening sense 
of responsibility or sense of self- 
will. But the simple fact is that 
when one tampers with a man’s 
‘independent will, he has tampered 
with a man’s personality, his very 
being and soul. Independent choice 
of the will in moral matters, right 
and wrong, is an essential part 
of the nature of mankind. Since 
man’s God-given nature is such 
as it. is, it would be morally im- 
possible for God to force man’s 
decision on moral matters arbi- 
trarily, causing one man to do 
right and causing another man to 
do wrong, without giving the man 
freedom of choice. 

What makes a thing right, and 
what makes it wrong? The rabid 
evolutionists, who make no real 
distinction between man _ and 
beast, and who reject divine crea- 
tion of man in the image of God, 
tend toward the doctrine that 
there is no absolute right or 
wrong. If we are all the product 
of evolution, who could blame man 
for some beastly instincts? Is the 
wolf that kills a sheep a murder- 
er? Are cows and horses, mating 
indiscriminately, guilty of adul- 
tery? Is the crow that gets in the 
corn field a thief? Is the rabbit 
that nibbles the lettuce in -the 
garden a thief? You See, if you 
leave out the moral nature oat 
man, you have ruined the Bibie 
concept of right and wrong. 

But right and wrong are facts 
based on the nature of God 
the command of God. 


no power to accept Him? How 
could God bring a lost sinner to 
judgment for his sins and _ his 
Christ-rejection if the man had no 
choice? Don’t you. see that the 
very nature of right and wrong, 
as taught in the Bible and pro- 
ceeding from God Almighty, 
makes it so that God cannot co- 
erce the human soul on these 
matters? 

But here is, I think, the strong- 
est possible argument that God 
could not have predestined some 
to be lost and-some to be saved. 
If God had predestined some to 
be saved, there would be no virtue 
in their love. Their righteousness 
would be only an outward formal 
righteousness with no heart vir- 
tue in it. But if God predestined 
some to sin, to reject Christ, to 
refuse repentance, to hate the Bi- 
ble and God, then God Himself 
would be the creator of sin, would 
be partaker of man’s sin and wick- 
edness, and partner in that wick- 
edness. God forbid! It is an un- 
thinkable and wretched doctrine! 

Does the Scripture not say that 
“God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tenfpteth he any man” 
(Jas. 1:13)? The God who is “no 
respecter of persons” puts in every 
human being a moral nature 
Which mpst choose and: does 
choose right or wrong. And event- 
ually every such person who 
comes to the age of accountability 
must choose to accept or reject 
Christ, 40 seek God or run from 
God. Thus it would be morally 
and spiritually impossible for God 
to predestinate some to be saved 
and predestinate others to be lost, 
except as He acts on His fere- 
knowledge of who will turn to 
Christ. The nature of man, the 
nature of right and wrong, the 
nature of God Himself, forbid it. 


II. . Calvin’s Supposition of 
“The, Absolute Sovereignty 
of Ged to Save or Damn 

Without Any Human 

Choice” Is Scripturally 

Untenable 

Calvin and those who follow 
Calvin love to use the term, ‘the 
absolute sovereignty of God.’ And 
by this they mean, as they have 


You may buy with confidence! 
Re ee or 


said in print again and again, that 
God had decided before the world 


Hyper-Calvinism Morally Impossible 


began who would be saved and 
who would be lost, that He made 
the choice without any reference 
to man’s choice or will, that man 
has nothing to do with it. They 
say that: God has chosen somo 
for Hell and they cannot be saved. 
cannot seek God, cannot repent. 
They say that God has chosen oth- 
ers to be saved and that with 
them. God's grace is irresisti}|o. 
The point is that the only deci. 
sions made are made by God. tha} 
God was and is absolutely unlimit- 
ed and, therefore, that God takes 
all the moral responsibility in this 
universe, 

First, let us remind you. that 
Calvinists use many terms which 
are unscriptural and antiscriptiir- 
al. They speak of “irresistible 
grace,’ though the Bible 
uses that term. They speak of 
“limited atonement,” though the 
Bible never mentions such a doc- 
trine nor uses such a term. They 
speak of “total inability” of a man 
to repent or seek, though the Bij- 
ble says nothing like that, 

Why can we not use Bible terms 
to mean Bible doctrine? Why not 
let grace mean that sweet nature 
of God to love and seek and for- 
give sinners who do not. deserve 
it, instead of saying “irresistible 
grace’ and making it mean the 
whim of a despot which is coercive 
fiat instead of compassionate in- 
vitation? 

The Bible says many wonder({u! 
things about God, but it nev: 
siys-that God is an absolutely un- 
limited sovereign. That is man's 
idea, not a Bible teaching. 

Do you think God is unlimited? 
Then do you not remember that 
the Scripture says, “God, that 
cannot lie...” (Titus 1:2). There 
‘are some things that God, being 
(Continued on page 6) 
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3ut how could it be wrong. for 
a man to reject Christ, if he had! 
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was introduced by Tne Sworp oF 
THE LorD and boosted for revivals, 
now, to gain the favor of denomi- 
national leaders who have been 
cold toward him, is trying to bring 
pressure among Southern Baptists 
to have a rule passed that no 
church can designate money to 
specific missionary causes unless 
they also support the whole Co- 
operative Program, including mod- 


ernists, Southern Baptist Semi- 
nary, dancing at Wake Forest 
College, ete. Some of these ten 


have broken with old friends, bro- 
ken with the fundamental Chris- 
tian institutions in order to gain 
the favor of denominational lead- 
ers. They have actively and de- 
liberately taken a stand, have quit 
their fight against modernism, 
hoping to have the endorsement 
of men and hoping to have open 
doors for services. I grieve about 
those ten, but I cannot give them 
up. I still pray for them and beg 
God to bless them. Dr. Billy Gra- 
ham is in the number and he has 
influenced some of the other ten. 
But they are dear to God and I 
pray God to bless them, even as 
He helps them to see the right 
way and as He overcomes the 
harm of their compromise, 


Over one man I always pause 
when I come to his name in pray- 
er. He needs special help. He fell 
into sin. He for many years has 
worked almost day and night. He 
has been away from home most 
of the year. He is fervent; he has 
a great zeal; he wears himself out. 
satan tempted him and he fell 
into sin. But. oh, he is dear to 
God. May God restore him. 


I pause when I come to the 
names of three of the other evan- 
gelists, because of financial diffi- 
culties. One of them, a_ biessed 
evangelist used of God for many 
years, now has debts unpaid, has 
a large family, feels he can hardly 
go on in the work of an. evange- 
list and take care of his family. 
He is looking for a pastorate. 


Another has already gone into 
the pastorate. He had so many 
debts as an evangelist he brought 
reproach to the cause of Christ. 
I do not excuse him. One ought 
not to spend money if he does not 
have it. One has no right to leave 
bills unpaid and no right to make 
bills he cannot pay. But he is a 
great preacher, an especially well- 
trained and gifted man of God. 
How sad-to see him now out ot 
the field which needs workers so 
badly! 


Another evangelist, a fervent, 
good preacher, Jives in an area 
where evangelists are not popular. 
His offerings have been small. He 
could hardly make ends meet. His 
wife wanted to help and against 
her husband’s protest took a job. 
On the job she met and became 
enamored of another man. Oh how 
earnestly my heart cries to God 
for that man and his family when 
I pray for evangelists. 3 


Now the second name on my list 
of evangelists has to be taken off. 
It is always there in my mind 
when I. pray. Brother Joe has 
gone to Heaven. O God, those 
twenty-six check marks by evan- 
gelists I pray for! I pray God will 
raise up evangelists to take the 
place of those who have gone into 
the pastorate, that God will pro- 
vide support for men and encour- 


agement to lonely, isolated and, 


persecuted men who have a bur- 
den for souls. And may God send 
some great preacher to take the 
place of Brother Joe who has laid 
down the burdensome work of 
evangelism for the joys of Heaven. 


Last summer Brother Joe Rice 
had a heart attack. The doctors 
insisted he must now take things 
easier, ‘‘Perhaps you ought to set- 
tle down as 2 pastor or do some 
other work without the strenuous 
labor of preaching so many times 
a week, with the travel, without 
the nights on the train, without 
the constant pressure of evange- 
lism,” he was told. He would nev- 
er hear to it. He said, no, he 
hoped God. would take him to 
Heaven before he had to give up 
the work of an evangelist so dear 
to his heart. He was a home-lov- 
ing man, a gentle, modest, humble 
man. Yet his heart was set on this 


great work and he. would’ never 


be content to do less than out- 
and-out evangelism. And now he 
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Lord Foundation. We cannot be 
at our best without knowing of 
your needs and how our work is 
being a blessing to you, We need 
to hear from you to now what 
features in THE SWORD OF THE 
I,ORD each week are the greatest 
blessing. For instance, the puzzle 
department costs us a great deal 
to maintain, yet because some 
2,000 or more regular readers 
work the crossword puzzles each 
week, we continue this important 
feature. We need to hear from you 
to know what part of THE Sworp 
OF THE LorpD is the greatest bless- 
ing in your life and in the lives 
of folk in your home. 

Besides needmg to know about 
the special features which you en- 
joy, we need the encouragement 
Which your letters bring. During 
March Letter Month we need to 
hear from thousands of our 
friends. 

It is a sin not to let folks know 
When they have been a blessing. 
The Lord Jesus tells in Luke 17, 
beginning in verse 12, a story of 
the lepers who were healed. When 
only one of the ten lepers re- 
turned to thank Him for the 
cleansing, Jesus said, ‘“Were there 
not ten cleansed? but where are 
the nine?” This ingratitude was a 
sin. And I believe it is a sin for 
you not to tell your pastor of 
blessings you received from his 
preaching, to thank your Sunday 
school teacher for faithful service, 
or to write some radio preacher 
who regularly blesses your life. 
And it would only be right for you 
to write us a letter at THE Sworp 
OF THE LorpD to tell of blessings re- 
ceived. How it will rejoice our 
hearts to know of something God 
is doing in your life. Won’t vou 
sit down today and write us a 
letter? 


Free 40-Page Pamphlet 


To encourage you to write us 
a letter, we are offering absolute- 


ly free Dr. Rice’s new 40-page 
pamphlet, Our God-Breathed Book 
the. . Bible.. This = attractive 


pamphlet, produced to sell for 25c, 
will be mailed to you absolutely 
free if you write a letter and ask 
for it. We ask that you write 
a letter, not a postcard, when you 
request this letter-month pamph- 
let. Ask for only one copy free. 
Others may be purchased. 

Every Christian will want to 
‘have one of these important 
pamphlets on the inspiration of 
the Bible. The whole cause of 
Christ stands or falls with the 
Seripture. If the Bible is not tru- 
ly God’s Word, then we have no 
basis for our doctrinal beliefs. In 
clear, concise language Dr. Rice 


| 
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ff a man could make a single rose, we 
would give him an empire; yet flowers no 
less beautiful are scattered in profusion 
over the world, and no one regards them. 


—Martin Luther. 
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has gone to Heaven. O God, who 
will take his place? 


Sword of the Lord Conference, 
Chicago, June 9-12 


These notes are written. Tues- 
day, March 4, at Streator, Illi- 
nois. Yesterday morning, Monday, 
I met with a group of Chicago 
pastors to plan for a great con- 
ference on revival and soul win- 
ning in Chicago, June 9-12, Mon- 
day through Thursday. Dr. Bob 
Jones will help me and _ other 
great men of God. Daytime serv- 
ices will be held, God willing, in 
Belden Avenue Baptist Church 
with evening services in four areas 
of greater Chicago. 


With Conservative Baptist 
Pastors of Illinois 


These two days, Monday and 
Tuesday, I am guest speaker for 
the Conservative Baptist minis- 
ters of Illinois, meeting in Strea- 
tor First Baptist Church. I drove 
from Chicago yesterday in time 
to speak at 4:00 p. m. and then 
at 8:00 las: night. In a few min- 

(Continued on page 9) 


Write That Letter 


sets out in this pamphlet to prove 
that the Bible is the very Word 
of God, that the Lord Jesus au- 
thenticated the Scripture, and 
that the very words of the Bible 
are God’s words, not man’s words. 


Your whole family might read 
this pamphlet together: It would 
be a great help to the children 
who may face the criticism and 
mocking of unsaved teachers who 
laugh at and scorn the Bible. Re- 


member, you may have one of 
these pamphlets, Our  God- 
Breathed Book—the Bible, abso- 


lutely free by writing and asking 
for it. 


Other Letter Month Bargains 


During March Letter Month we 
are offering a number of our 
books at greatly reduced prices. 
When you send your letter-month 
letter, why not order some of the 
tremendous bargains to be found 
in the book advertising elsewhere 
in this issue and in the past recent 
issues of THE Sworp? A number 
of books with retail value up to 
$3 are being offered at the special 
price of $1 (plus 10c postage) dur- 
ing Letter Month. 

Also during Letter Month we 
offer to our readers one hundred 
copies of Dr. Rice’s important 
tract, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” for only $1, plus 15c post- 
age and-handling charge. Ordinar- 
ily the .price is $2 per hundred. 
After April’ 4 the price will .re- 
turn to $2 per hundred. Be sure 
to stock up now at this special 
offer. 


Books One-Half Price With 
Subscription 

Until April 4 you may send in 
a one-year subscription to ‘THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD at the regular 
price of $2.50 ($3 Canadian and 
foreign) and buy any one of. our 
clothbound books at half price, 
plus postage and handling. Or 
with each subscription you may 
order up to $4 worth of our paper- 
bound pamphlets at one-half price, 
plus postage and handling. Check 
your March 7 issue of the paper 
for a complete listing of our books 
and pamphlets which can be ob- 
tained at this special bargain. Or 
if you have one of our retail 
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THE OCEAN 


WAVE; GOLD IS IMPRISON ED 


IN ROCKY BOSOM OF THE 


THE GEM IS 


YOU 


FOUND 


ONLY -AFTER CRUSH THE 


ROCK... THAT: ENCLOSES. IT.5 THE 


VERY SOIL GIVES ITS:.-HARVEST: AS 


THE REWARD OF INDUSTRY TO THE 


LABORING HUSBANDMAN, 


“SO TRUTH AND GOD MUST BE 


EARNESTLY SOUGHT. ‘lo 
THAT 


OPENED.’ 


HIN! 
KNOCKETH IT 
"Matt. 7:7, 8. 
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catalogs, you may order from it 


under this special offer. 
Flere is an opportunity not only 


| THE SWORD OF THE LorD, but also 
~ get life-changing books at one- 
i|half the regular retail price. 


Offer Closes April 4 


Letter Month closes officially at 
midnight, April 4. Your. letter- 
| month leiter requesting the free 
i'pamphlet or ordering the letter- 
i'month _bargains must be posi- 
marked by that date. Don’t miss 
out on this special offer. Send 
your letter-month letter today to 
“THE SWORD OF THE LorD, 214 West 
Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 


SLOTH- | 


SHALL BE} 


to do great good by getting out} 


“We All” 


(Continued from page 1) 


be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and IT in thee, that they also may 
be one in us.” This “we all” in- 
cludes all who belong to Christ. 


The “We All’ of 

Transformation 
Another divine “we all” is found 
in II Corinthians 3:18. This is the 
“we all’ of transformation. It in- 
dicates the fact that God’s eternal 
that all His children 
|are to be conformed to the image 


, 
| purpose is 


|of His Son. So in our Scripture, 
| Paul by the Spirit says, “But we 
all ... beholding ... the glory of 
| the Lord, are changed into the 
‘same image from glory to glory, 
leven as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

One of the tragedies of our 
time is that many professed 
Christians so unlike Christ 
and do not seem to desire to be 
‘like Him. How very sad that is 
| when the deep down desire of our 
isoul should be: 


SO 


are 


Be like Jesus—this my song, 

In the school and in the throng. 
Be like Jesus all day long, 

| would be like Jesus. 


The “We Ali” of Glorification 

Finally in J] 
we have another wonderful ‘we 
“Behold, I shew you a mys- 
tery; We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed.” This is 
the “we all” of glorification. The 
Lord Jesus shall come down from 
Heaven and the dead in 
Christ and shall change the living 


. 1} 99 
cALl. 


raise 


isaints, and together we all shall 
be changed. Yes, all who were 
once lost sinners and became 


united to Christ by faith, and by 
|'grace changed even here and now. 
'Oh, what a change by the blessed 
}indwelting Spirit who fills us with 
| divine love and power whereby we 
i'may truly love God and our fel- 
low-men in a world that is full of 
pride and lust and hatred. Now 
|we await the final change, and 
| that glorious change is for “we 
all.”’ It is for every saint in Christ 
Jesus. ; 

May we know more of this 
'divine unity in a practical way 
while we serve our Lord and wait 
for His coming. 
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Single subscription $4.00 per year. In clubs of five or more $3.00 each subscription. 


Add 25 cents for each Canadian and $1 for each Foreign subscription for excess postage, 
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Hyper-Calvinism Morally Impossible 


(Continued from page 4) 


good and holy, cannot do. He can- 
not lie. He cannot do wrong. 


righteous and righteousness ex- 
cludes unrighteousness. Some 
qualities of God necessarily limit 
other characteristics of God. God | 
made man in His own image, That 
meant that God assumed certain) 
obligations. A good and holy God 
cannot now act as if He had no 
moral responsibility and no inter- | 
est in the race He has created. 

God throughout the Bible makes. 
certain grave and glorious prom- | 
ises. But God, like all honest men, 
is bound by His promises. When 
a man signs a note at the bank, 
then he is honor bound to pay the 
money he has promised on a cer- | 
tain date. When a man enters a| 


sovereignty of God” 
The simple truth is that God is | 


| Adam 


‘Institutes 11:207, 


| nature of others to do wrong. 


Hyper-Calvinists by “natural 
mean that 


God Himself makes all the deci- 


sions that are made, and that men 


do what they are compelled to do, 


‘right or wrong. According to such 


Calvinists, the sin and fall of 
and Eve were planned 
ahead of time by God (Calvin's 
208). But if a 
lost sinner cannot make any mor- 
al decision except as he is com- 
pelled by the Spirit of God to, 
then a Christian cannot pray un- 
less God has foreordained him to 
pray. By that doctrine a Christian 
cannot do any good deeds except 
as he is compelled to do them. 
But that would mean that when 


'God rewards a Christian, there is 


no honor and no righteousness in 
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We have often said the two biqgest words in the English language are the two 
little words, “Do Right.”. We are never told to do what is convenient, and we are 
not told to do what is popular. Since the fall of man, .it has never been convenient 
and it has never been popular in this world to do the right thing and be true to 
Christian principles. Our modern world has endeavored to popularize Christianity, 
and by this effort Christianity has been diluted in an effort to make it easy to be 


a Christian. Our Lord never made the road 


easy for a Christian. He said it is a hard 


roid and it is not a popular road. Comparatively speaking, very few people travel 
the Christian oad, God does not need more professing Christians to do the job that 
needs to be done. He needs more real, born-again Christians to work for Him. Ac- 


cording to the Word of God, one can chase 
to flight —Bob Jones, Sr. 


a thousand and two can put ten thousand 
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contract with the electric com- 
pany or the gas company or with 
the city for water supplies, then 
he enters an obligation which 
necessarily, binds him. No good 
man can do as he pleases about 
paying debts, except he can please 
to do right and pay them. And 
as a good man cannot rightfully re- 
pudiate .an honest contract of 
promise or obligation or debt, so 
a holy and righteous God cannot 
now ignore promises He has made. 

When God takes a sinner-to His 
heart, saves him, changes him, 
forgives him, and puts His own 
nature in the new convert, then 
God has limited Himself. When I 
married and brought children into 
the world, I assumed obligations 
that an honest man cannot evade. 
I made holy vows at the marriage 
altar. That meant that I re- 
nounced the right to certain free- 
dom which an unmarried man has. 
I obligated myself about the sup- 
port of a family, the rearing of 
my children. To suppose that God 
Himself, a righteous, holy God 
who has made. covenants and 
promises, who has created a uni- 
verse and a race for which He is 
responsible—to say that such a 
God is therefore unlimited in mor- 
al matters of right and wrong, is 


it. People would then be rewarded 
for what they did not choose of 
themselves to do. But if this 
strange man-made philosophy of 
hyper-Calvinists were true, then 
the judgment seat of Christ would 
be a mockery. 

And if hyper-Calvinists were 
right, then it would ‘be foolish to 
pray. God would have already de- 
termined who wiil pray and who 
will not. And God would have al- 
ready determined the answer. 
And man would have no choice of 
his own in the matter, either for 
good or for bad. 


There is no essential difference 
between the unbelieving fatalism 
of Calvinists and the fatalism of 
Moslems or other heathen people. 
Essentially Calvinism would teach 
that there is no real right or 
wrong, no moral responsibility for 
men and women. Essentially Cal- 
vinism would teach that the laws 
of sowing and reaping, of rewards 
and punishments, are not valid, 
honest laws. All the fundamental 
doctrines involved in sowing and 
reaping, in praying and getting 
the answer, in winning souls or 
leaving them to go to Hell because 
of our cold, compassionless hearts 
—I say these basic fundamentals 
are denied by Calvinism. Yes, Cal- 


foolish. 


God is love and love limits ab- | 


solute sovereignty. Jesus Christ is 
the truth, and the truth itself sets 
up barriers beyond which even 
God, who cannot lie, must not and 
cannot go. 


A God who wrote the Bible can- | 
not now act as if He did not write | 
it. God who. made man and put) 


him on this earth cannot now act 
as if He never made man. God 
who made covenants with 
and Noah and 
vid and the 
Himself ignore those covenants, 
The God who filled the Bible with 
the sweet entreaties for sinners to 
be saved cannot now act as if He 
had no responsibilities for those 
invitations and promises to sin- 
ners. | 

No, the way hyper-Calvinists 
use terminology about the ‘“abso- 
lute sovereignty of God” as if God 
Himself were not bound by any 
moral obligations, as if He were 
not bound by His own nature, as 
if He were not bound by His acts 
and promises, is a false emphasis, 
contrary to that clearly taught 
throughout the Bible. 


III. Calvin’s Doctrine That All 
Decisions Are Made By God 
Ahead of Time Is a Fatal- 

ism Irreconcilable With 

the Scriptures 

We know, of course, that God 
determines many things ahead of 
time. The Bible clearly teaches 
that again and again. But on mor- 
al matters, matters of right and 
wrong, men are allowed to de- 
cide for themselves. God does not 
coerce the moral nature of some 
to do right and coerce the moral 


Abraham and Da- 


Adam | 


nation Israel cannot | 


‘vinism is a moral impossibility in 
the light of Bible doctrine. 


IV. The God of the Bible Has 
Compassion and Personal Love 
| for Individuals 


God is love. He so loved the 
world that He gave His Son. And 
this love is not impersonal and 
‘academic, but it is individual, Je- 
'sus said ,;that the shepherd who 
lost one sheep out of one hundred 
i|loved that one with a holy devo- 
‘tion and suffered to bring it back 
io the fold. And so Jesus teaches 
that He loves every poor sinning 
individual. So the Bible teaches 
that Jesus wept over Jerusalem 
and. that even now He “is not 
willing that any should _ perish, 
but that all should come to re- 
pentance.”’ 

We know of course that God's 
love is for us as free individuals. 
God's love cannot do wrong. God 
eannot take to Heaven unrepent- 
ant sinners; to do so would be to 
violate His own holiness and right- 
eousness. God's love is so great 
that He gave His Son to die in 
the torments of the cross, but love 
does not mean that God can right- 
ly take a Christ-rejecter to Hea- 
ven. It does not mean that unre- 
pentant sinners ought not to be 
sent to Hell and must be sent to 
Heaven. When we say that God is 
love, we do not mean that God 
is not bound by righteousness and 
holy responsibilities. God loves 
men, and God grieves when men 
go to Hell. So the Bible clearly 
teaches. | 

But hyper-Calvinists say that 
God planned it all so! They say 
‘hat God planned the fall of Adam 
and Eve. They say that before the 


world began, God damned some 
people to torment and made it so 
they could never repent, could 
never be saved. So they tell us 
that all who sinned were intended 
to sin, that they could not help 
sinning. If the grace that saves 
some. sinners is “irresistible 
grace,” then according to hyper- 
Calvinism the damnation of those 
who do not repent is “irresistible 
damnation.” That is, they say that 
God is responsible and gladly plan- 
ned for some people to go to Hell. 


But the God of the Bible is not 
so pictured. He is a God of com- 
passion, of mercy. He must let 
unrepentant sinners go to their 
natural doom, when sinners them- 
selves take the responsibility and 
will not come for mercy and for- 
giveness. God’s righteousness de- 
mands that. But God’s righteous- 
ness, according to the Bible, does 
not demand that God compel peo- 
ple to sin and then damn them 
for sinning, that He make it im- 
possible for them to repent and 
then burn them in Hell because 
they could not repent. 


Jesus wept over Jerusalem. 
Does not that mean that He want- 
ed them to be saved? Yes, He 
plainly said, ‘““How often would I 
have gathered thy children togeth- 
er, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not!” (Matt. 23:37). Then 
here are people lost whom Christ 
did not want lost! Here are peo- 
ple who are damned and con- 
demned, but it was by their own 


choice and not by the choice of 
the Lord Jesus. 
The Lord Jesus said about Ju- 


das Iscariot, “It had been good 
for that man if he had not been 
born” (Matt. 26:24). So that 
means when a man goes to Hell, 
he goes forever; far better that 
Judas Iscariot had never — been 
born than to have rejected the 
Saviour and betrayed Him. But 
hyper-Calvinists would tell us that 
God planned it so, that Judas had 
no choice. If that be so, then God 
Himself would be responsible for 
millions of people in eternal tor- 
ment, when it would have been 
better for them never to have 
been born! That makes God re- 
sponsible for wrong. And that is 
wholly hateful to the sense of the 
Scriptures. 


V. The Fact of the Unpardon- 
able Sin Proves That Many 
Are Convicted and Invited 

Who Are Never Saved 


The very fact that the Bible 
speaks of an unpardonable sin 
proves that hyper-Calvinism is 
wrong and unscriptural, as I think 
I can show you. 

In Matthew 12:31, 32 Jesus said 
the following about the unpardon- 
able sin: 

“Wherefore I say unto you, All 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall 
be forgiven unto men: but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven unto men. 
And whosoever speaketh a word 
against the Son of man, it shall 
be forgiven him: but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him, neith- 
er in this world, neither in the 
world to come.” 

I think that the unpardonable 
sin is a somewhat deliberate and 


final rebellion against the wooing 


of the Holy Spirit who would turn 
a lost sinner to Jesus Christ. But 
whatever the unpardonable sin is, 
it is still unpardonable. In the 
above Scripture. Jesus makes it 
clear that up until a man “speak- 
eth against the Holy Ghost” he 
might be forgiven. After that sin, 
his sins are unpardonable. 

That means that people go to 
Hell who are not foreordained to 
go to Hell, but could have been 
forgiven, does it not? In Revela- 
tion 14:9-11 we are told plainly 
that every person who takes the 
mark of the antichrist will go to 
Hell. We are told, “If any .man 
worship the beast and his. image, 
and receive his mark in his fore- 
head, or in his hand, The same 
shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out 
without mixture into the cup of 
his indignation; and he shall be 


tormented with fire and brim-. 


stone in the presence of the holy 
angels, and in the presence of the 
Lamb.” Now if the Bible means 
what it says, those who will wor- 
ship the antichrist and receive his 
mark thus pass beyond the pale 
of forgiveness. They doom them- 
selves certainly for Hell. 

But if the worship of the Beast 
dooms a man as. unpardonable, 


he could have been pardoned be 
fore. But if that be true, ther 
some who could have been saver 
go to Hell. They go not becaus¢ 
they were predestined to go t 
Hell, but because they committec 
a certain final sin that shut them 
off from mercy, from the call 0} 
God, from the moving of the Spir- 
it, a sin that made it impossible 
that they should ever repent and 
be saved. But if that be true, they 
did not go to Hell because they 
were predestined to go to Hell, 
but because of their sin. 

In Genesis 6:3 before the flood 
God gave a warning. “And the 
Lord said, My spirit shall not al- 
ways strive with man....” He in- 
dicated that after many, many 
warnings the Holy Spirit would 
retire from those who lived be- 
fore the flood and let them all go 
hardened and impenitent to their 
doom in the flood! We are told in 
I Peter 3:18-20 that Christ by the 
Holy Spirit in the days of Noah 
preached to those who are now in 
prison. So we learn that some 
heard the preaching of Christ by 


the Holy Spirit and were not 
saved. We were not told that 
Noah did the _ preaching, but 


Christ through Noah, We are not 
told that the people heard Noah, 
but they heard the Spirit of God. 
God spoke to their hearts. But 
God’s Spirit quit calling and left 
them to their doom. : 

Does not that mean that one 
can. be convicted, can be enlight- 
ened, can be moved toward God 
and yet resist and go to Hell? If 
so, then men go to Hell not be- 
cause they were predestined to go 
to Hell, but because they deliber- 
ately choose to resist the Spirit 
and reject Christ. And this again 


shows that all men are somewhat | 


enlightened and dealt 
God’s Spirit, 
never saved. 

We are told that Felix trembled 


with by 
though many dre 


when Paul preached to him (Acts | 


24:25). Doubtless he was deeply 
convicted. But he waited for a 
more convenient season. So mil- 
lions of other sinners have been 
convicted by the Spirit and perhaps 


ee 


have trembled, but still did not 
‘epent, and went to Hell. But that 
means they went to Hell because 
they would not repent, not be- 
cause they could not. People do 
not go to Hell because they are 
predestined to be damned, They 
go to Hell because they do not re- 
pent and will not let Jesus Christ 
save them. 

Many, many great principles in 
‘he Serintures make it certain 
that God must leave men [ree 
choice to accept or reject, to be 
saved or to be lost. Men can- 
not blame God for their sin nor 
for their damnation when they 
insist on remaining in sin. 

(To be continued next’ issue) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


The Cross! The Cross! 


(Continued from page 4) 


breath growing feebler and feebler 
and feebler and feebler, until He 
gives one long, deep, last sigh. He 
is dead! Oh, my soul, He is dead! 
Can you tell why? Was He a fa- 
natic dying for a principle that 
did not amount to anything? Was 
He a man infatuated? No, to save 
your soul from sin, and mine, and 
make eternal life possible He died. 
There had to be a substitute for 
sin. Who shall it be? “Let it be 
me,” said Christ, “let it be me.” 
You understand the meaning of 
that word substitution. You were 
drafted for the last war; -someone 
took your place, marched your 
march, suffered your wounds and 
died at Gettysburg. Christ comes 
to us while we are fighting our 
battle with sin and death and hell, 


and He is our Substitute. He 
marches our march, fights our 
battle, suffers our wounds, and 


dies our death. Substitution! Sub- 
stitution! How do you feel in re- 
gard to that scene described in the 
text, and in the region around 
about it? Are your sympathies 
aroused? or are you so dead in sin, 
and: so abandoned by reason of 
your transgressions that you can 
look upon all that tearless and 
unmeved? No, no! there: are a 
thousand people here this morning 
who, can say in the depths of their 
soul, “No, no, no! if Jesus endured 
that, and all that for me, I ought 
to love Him, I must love Him, I 
will love Him, I do love Him. 
Here, Lord, I give myself to Thee: 
it is all that I can do.” 


We, too, Are to Take 
Up a Cross 


But how are you going to test) 


your love and earnestness? My text 
gives a test. It says that while 
Christ carried a cross for you, you 


‘gate of.a hundred bolts, 


| not. say: 


must be willing to carry a cross. 


for Christ. 
never 


“Well,” 
could 


you say, “I 
understand that. 


There are no crosses to be carried | 
those persecutions | 


in this land; 
have passed, and in all the land 
there 
and yet in the pulpit and in the 
prayer meetings you all keep talk- 
ing about carrying a cross. “What 
do you mean, sir?” I mean this, 
that is a cross which Christ calls 
you to carry which is unpleasant 
and hard. “Oh,” you say, “after 
hearing the story of this Christ 
and all that He has endured for 
me, I am ready to do anything for 
Him. Just tell me what I have to 
do, and I’ll do it. I am ready to 
carry any cross.” 


Suppose I should ask. you at the 
close of a religious service to rise 
up announcing yourself on. the 
Lord’s side—could you do it? “Oh, 
no,” you say, “I have a shrinking 
and sensitive nature, and it would 
be impossible for me to rise before 
a large assemblage and announce 
myself on the Lord’s side.” Just as 
I feared. You cannot stand that 
cross. The first one that is offered 
you, you reject. Christ carried a 
mountain. Christ carried a Hima- 
laya, Christ carried a world for 
you, and you cannot lift an ounce 
for Him 

But here is a man whose cross 


will be to announce among his 
business associates tomorrow 


morning on the Exchange that he 
has begun a new life, that while he 
wants to be faithful in his worldly 
duties, he is living for another 
world, and he ought to advise all 
his associates, so far as he can in- 
fluence them, to bring with him 
the Christian life. Could you do 
that, my brother? “Oh, no,” you 
say, “not just that. I think religion 
is religion, and business is_ busi- 
ness, and it would be impossible 
for me_.to recommend the Chris- 
tian religion in places of worldly 
business.” Just as I feared. There 
is a second cross offered you, and 


’ you cannot carry it. Christ lifted a 


mountain for you; you cannot lift 


an ounce for Him. 


There is someone whose cross 
will be to present religion in the 
home circle. Would you dare to 
kneel down and pray if your 
brother and sister were looking at 
you? Could you ask a blessing at 
the tea-table? Could you take the 
your family 
around you, and read. of Christ 
and heaven and your immortal 
soul? Could you then knee! and 
pray for a blessing on your house- 


hold? “Oh,” you say, “not exactly 
that. I couldn’t quite do that, be- 
cause I have a very quick temper, 
and if I professed religion and 
tried to talk religion in my house- 
hold, and then after that I should 
lose my temper they would scoff 
at me and say: ‘You are a pretty 
Christian!’ So you are cowed 


down and their sarcasm keeps you 
out of heaven and away from 
Christ, when, under God, you 


ought to take your whole family 
into the kingdom. Christ lifted 
mountain, lifted a world for .you; 
you cannot lift an ounce for. Him. 
I see how it is; you want to be 
favorable to religion, you want to 
support Christian institutions, you 
like to be associated with those 
who love Jesus Christ: but as to 
taking a positive step you cannot 


he 


I say to Him, “Thine eyes are red 
as though from loss of sleep.’ He 
says: “Yes, the Son of man had 
not where to lay his head.” And I 
touch the log on His back, and 
I say: “Why carriest Thou this?” 
“Ah,” He says, “that is a cross I 
carry for thee and for the sins of 
the whole world. That is a cross. 
Fall into line, march on with me in 
this procession, take your smaller 
crosses and your lighter burdens, 
and join me in this march to heav- 
en.” And we join that procession 
with our:smaller crosses and our 
lighter. burdenssand Christ looks 
back and: He sees some are halting 
because theys sGannot endure the 
shame, ofr Hear the burden, and 
with a voice Which has in it ma- 


jesty and omnipotence, He cries 
until * “Tl the earth trembles: 
“Whosoever doth not bear his 


cross apndcome after me cannot 
be my disciple.” Oh, my brethren, 
my sisters—for I do not speak pro- 
fessionally, I speak as a brother 


_~ Satter 


Par ae 
ae 


litical iui ci lidigialactgde: inpteapl Nac Meelis planes 


People have such strange ideas of succe¥s. 


because they make money. 


ri ne 


Men are not successful 


They may make money while they sugceed, 


but making money is not success. Mfen may climb -the ladder of fan 
and faily and men may travel a lonely way unnoticed and unknown 
and still succeed Success is finding out what God wants us to do and 


doing it. 
right with God. 


related to God.—Bob Jones, Sr. 


Noman can do what God wants him to do until he 
This means that a man cannot succeed unless hi 


gets 


is 


cts dlin cin tas alin dt ti en dina: An en in ee di dint as Bi. eiian ci a iin tn i cian i din tl tin i en ti tin dl itn tian tn tiie den ti 


you cannot, and my text, like a 
bars you 
from peace on earth and glory in 
heaven. 


Cowardice Keeps Some People 
Out of Heaven! 

There are hundreds of men and 
women here brave enough in other 
things in life who simply for the 
lack of manliness and womanliness 
Stay away from God. They dare 
“Forever and forever, 
Lord Jesus, I take Thee. Thou 


hast redeemed me by Thy blood; 
/here is my immortal spirit. Listen, 


is no one to be crucified, | 


5 lei ae ee ee ee ee ae 


all my friends, Listen, all the 
world.” They are lurking round 
about the kingdom of God—they 
are lurking about it, expecting to 
craw! in some time when nobody 
is looking, forgetful of the tremen- 
dous words of my text: ‘‘Whoso- 
ever doth not bear his cross, and 
come after me, cannot be my dis- 
ciple,” 


An officer of a neighboring 
church told me that he was 
in a store in New York—Jjust 


happened in-—where there were 
many clerks, and a man came in 
and said to a young man standing 
behind the counter: “Are you the 
young man that arose the other 
night in the Brooklyn Tabernacle 
and asked for prayers?’ Without 
any flush of cheek, he replied, ‘I 
am. I haven’t always done right, 
and I have been quite bad; but 
since I rose for prayers, I think I 
am better than I was.” It was only 
his way of announcing that he had 
started for the higher life. God will 
not cast out a man who is brave 
enough to take a step ahead like 
that. 

I tell you these things because, 
my dear friends, I want to show 
you how light the cross is that we 
have to carry compared with that 
which Christ carried for us. You 
have not had the flesh torn off for 
Christ’s sake in carrying your 
cross: He fainted dead away under 
His cross. You have not carried 
the cross until it fetched the 
blood: under His there was a pool 
of blood that splashed the horses’ 
fetlocks. You have friends to sym- 
pathize with you in carrying the 
cross; Christ trod the wine-press 
of God’s wrath alone, alone! The 
cross that. you and I ought to car- 
ry represents only a few days or a 
few years of trial; the cross that 
Christ carried for us had. com- 
pressed into it the agonies of eter- 
nity. 

Someone has come here today 
whom you have not observed. *He 
did not come through the front 
door; He did not come down any 
of these aisles; yet I know He is 
here. He is from the East. He 
comes with blistered foot, and 
with broken heart, and cheeks red, 
not with health, but with blood 
from the temples. I take hold of 
His coat and I say: 
seem to fit Thee.” “No,” He sa¥s, 
“it is not mine; it is borrowed; it 
does not belong to me_ now. For 
my vesture did they cast lots.” And 


“T am a Christian,” 


“It does not. 


would speak to a brother or sister 

my brother, can you not bear a 
cross if at’ last.you can wear a 
crown? a 


You Should Claim Christ 
Openly, Unashamed 

Come now, let us divide off. 
Who is on theeLord’s side? Who 
is ready to turn his back on the 
Lamb of God.that taketh away the 
sin of the world? A Roman em- 
peror said to a Greek architect: 
“You build me a coliseum, a grand 
coliseum, and if it suits me I will 
crown you in the presence of all 
the people, and I will make a great 
day of festival on your account.” 
The Greek architect did his work, 
did it magnificently, planned the 
building, looked after its construc- 


tion. The building was done. The 
day for opening arrived. In the 
coliseum were the emperor and 


the Greek architect. The emperor 
rose amid the plaudits of a vast 
assembly, and said:—‘‘We have 
gathered here today to open. this 
coliseum and to honor the Greek 


and heaven.’and hell look on, I 
take Christ this day. Come ap- 
plause or abuse, come sickness or 
health, come life or death, Christ 
now, Christ forever.” 

I wonder if at the close of the ser- 


mon I asked all those who wanted | 


to be for Christ to rise up—I won- 


der if. there would be a great mul- 
titude to rise up, and yet I will not 
put the test. Let each one in 
his own soul answer the test. Are 
you for Christ, or are you against 
Him? ©The -destinies of eternity 
tremble.in the balance. It seems as 
if the last ‘day nad come and we 
were gathered for the reckoning. 
“Behold, -he cometh with clouds, 
and every eye shall see him. 
I say to the impenitent I say 
morning to all Christians. 
are you doing for Christ? 
are. you bearing for Christ? 


Ch 


this 
What 
What 


ristians Should Expect to 

Suffer for Christ 

Oh, Christian man, 
woman, have you scars 
show in this conflict? When 
is over, the heroes have scars 
show. One hero rolls’ back 
sleeve and shows a gunshot 
ture he pulls down the 
and ‘shows where he was waunded 
in the neck. Another man says: 
have never had the use of’ my 
limbs since I was wounded at.that 
grest battle.’ When the last day 
comes, when all our battles 
over, 
' Christ? Some have wounds for itr 
wounds for the devil, wounds 
ten in fighting on the wrong:'side; 


any 


ae) 


or 


his | 


” What | 


oh, Christian 
ta | 
a-war| 


| 


frac- | 
collar | 


| 


it | / 


will’ be McMillan and Campbell 
and Freeman, the American mis< 
sionaries, who, with their wives 
and children, were put to death in 
the awful massacre at Cawnpore, 
showing the place where the dag- 


gers of the Sepovs struck them. 
There will be the Waldensians, 
showing wheré their limbs were 


broken on the day when the Pied- 


montese «soldiery pitched them 
over the rocks. Will vou and I 
have any wounds to show? 

Have we fought anv battles for 
Christ? When I ask for teachers, 
will there not out. of this Bible 
Class come a hundred men and 
women who’ will say: “I can’ no 


longer be 
truth: I 
unto me 


merely a recipient of 
must proclaim it. Woe 


if J preach not this Cospel 


Somewhere to somebody. I ean no 
I Jonger Stand here or sit here re- 
ceiving from other teachers the 
truth of this Gospe! when I.mnyst 
Ibe a flaming evangelist.”°Oh that 
we might all be enlisted for Christ, 
that we might all ‘be willing to 
Sulfer for Christ, that we micht 
| alk bear a cross for Christ. 

When’ the Scottish hieftains 
wanted to raise an army. they 
would make a wooden cross: and 
| then set- it on. fire. and carry it 
with » other, cross they had 
| through thé<mountains. throuch 


| 


aré | 
will we have any wounds: for | 


wOot- 


} the highlands,’ and among the: peo- 
e.cand as they. waved the: erass 
the; people would ‘gather. to the 
standard to ficht for:Sr@#land. So 
| today, ‘I come. outwith the ‘eross 
of the Son ‘of God. It is a flaming 
| Cross, flaming with © suffering, 

Hamme “with triumph, flaming 


Have we'wounds that we can:show | 


wounds gotten in the battle oe: 
Christ and for the truth? 


will -have plenty of sears te show: 
Christ will stand there and show 
the sears on His brow,. the 
on His hands, and the Sears on 
His feet, and .He..-will pull 
aside the robe of. His 
and show the scar on His: side, 
and all heaven will break. down 


with emotion and gratitude in ‘one 
great, | 


preat sob, and then in one 
hosanna. Will you and I have any 
sears to show? 


On that resufYeetion day: Phy 18ty 


4 With glory. I 


| cross’ 
j 
scars | 


} 


' 


On that day there will ‘s Ten: = 


tius showing the mark of the paws | 
the lion that struck} 
There 
Huss show- |} 
the 
when | 
his soul took wing from flame and 
There 
to 
neck | 


and teeth of 
him down. in the coliseum: 
Will» be glorious John 
ing just. Where on his 
flames began on that 


foot 
day 


soared up from Constance. 
will be Hugh McNeil, ready 
point to the mark on his 


where the ax struck him. 


architect. It is a great day for the | 


Roman Empire. Let this building! ¢ 
be 


be prosperous, and let honor 
put upon the Greek architect. We 
must have a festival today. 
out those Christians and 
have them put to death 
mouths of the lions.” 

The Christians were put into the 
center of the amphitheater. Their 


let 
at 


destruction was to be a great cele-| 
hungry | 


bration. Then the _ lions, 
and three-fourths starved, were let 


out from their dens in the side of | 
and they came | 


the amphitheater, 
forth with mighty springs to de- 
stroy and rend the Christians, and 
all the galleries shouted, ‘‘Huzza, 
huzza! Long live the emperor!” 
Then the Greek architect arose in 
one of the galleries and shouted, 
until in the vast assemblage all 
heard him: “I too am a Chris- 
tian!’ and they seized him in their 
fury and flung him to the wild 
beasts, until his body, bleeding and 
dead, was tumbled over and over 
again in the dust of the amphi- 
theater. , 


Could you have done that for 
Christ? Could you, in a vast as- 
semblage, all of whom hated 
Christ, have said: “I am a Chris- 
tian,’ or, “I want to be a Chris- 
tian”? Would you have had the 
ten-thousandth part of the enthu- 
siasm and the courage of the 
Greek architect? 

Nay, I ask you another ques- 
tion: Would you in an assembly 
where nearly all are Christians— 
in an assemblage a vast multitude 
of whom love Christ and are will- 
ing to live, and, if need be, to die 
for Him-——-would you dare to say, 
or “I want to 
be a Christian’? Would you say 
in the presence of the friends of 
Christ today as much as the Greek 
architect said in the presence of 


the enemies of Christ? Oh, are) 
there not multitudes here who are 
“Let the world look | 
on, let all the eateries of earth 


ready to say: 


Bring | 
us | 
the | 
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ome “warm 


ciple. 
royalty} - 


| 


There | 


By Dr. bse R. Rice eS 
_ Six devotional sermons to. Bscige- your faith, 7 com. : 


y and peace, SO | 
of the blessed Saviour. = 
s thi it all barrier s between God and men 


my personal, 


} 


Carry it out amon: 
| Age tbe People? a0 will be on the 
Lord's -side‘ Vho 
| the “standard “of 
@<eross, a 
ever doth not bear 
come aiter me, 


s? 


will’ gather to 
Emmanuel? A 
cross! “‘Whoso- 
and 


dlis- 


his cross, 
cannot be my 
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Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 21, 1958 


Come Back to Bethel 


(Continued from page 1) 


Esau was with his crooked broth- | 


er. We are told, “And Esau hated 


him and bring him again in peace 
to this land of Canaan. 
Now Jacob had made _ three 


Jacob because of the blessing) ows for a lifetime. On the basis 


wherewith his father blessed him: 


and Esau said in his heart, The | 


that God would do what He had 
said, would care for his needs and 


days of mourning for my father’ ‘bring him again to his father’s 


are at hand; then will I slay my 
brother Jacob’ (Gen, 27:41). 


Dreading the wrath of Esau for 
her 
ranged to have old Isaac send the 
young man back to Padan-aram 
to get a bride from the daughters 
of Laban, Rebekah’s brother, lest 


favored Jacob, Rebekah ar-| 


house in peace, Jacob had made 
three promises: 

First, he said, “Then shall the 
Lord be my.God” (vs. 21). Is this 
the time when Jacob first knew 


forgiveness of sin and opened his 


heart to the saving grace of God? 


‘Is this the time when his heart 


| 
he should marry some heathen! was renewed and changed, when 


woman among the Canaanites, So) 


Jacob, running from the wrath of|not know. 
his brother, shamed before 

father, left the home and headed} God of 
northwest. 


he became a child of God? I do 
Perhaps it was. We 


his! know that he had believed in the 


his father, had wanted 
the spiritual heritage of the first 


It must have been a sad journey | ‘born, but now there is an outright 


for Jacob, away from the mother | decision : 


he loved, and from his old father 
whom he had deceived and from 
familiar scenes. He had no money, 
no company. When dark came 
upon him, he was near a place 
called Luz. It was time to sleep. 
There Was no inn, no friendly 
home, no pleasant bed: available. 
He gathered rocks together to 
prop his.aveary head;; and’ went to 
sleep or F the ground! 
2. The Tisader Brom ioaven: the 
Angels of Géd;: and. God's 
“ei Covenant-With a © 
Homesick Man 


dS Jacob slépt. the sleep’ of 
weariness, a sad arid “tonel¥.<young 


“s.man,in his dteam Heaven opened.) 


There.was a ladder set up’en earth 
reaching to Heaven. The angels of 
God ascended and descended. God 
~$todod-above the ladder and said: 

“T am the Lord God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaac: 
the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 
And thy seed shall be as the dust 
of the earth, and thow shalt spread 
abroad to the west, and to the 
east, and to the north, and to the 
south: and in thee and wm thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. And, behold,.I am with 
thee, and will. keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, and 
will bring thee again into this 
land; for I will not leave thee, un- 
til I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of.’—Gen. 28:13-15. 

Jacob awaked, his soul shaken, 
partly with the fear that sinful 
mortals must have when they 
come into God's presence, partly 
with the glory of God’s presence 
and promise. He said, “How dread- 
ful is this place! this is none other 
but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of héAven” (Gen. 28:17). 
God was in the place where the 
lonely man laid his weary head 
and slept, and he-knew it not! 

“And Jacob rose up early in the 
morning, and took the stone that. 
he had put for his pillows, and set 
it wp for a pillar, 
upon the top of it. And he called 
the name of that place Beth-el: 
but the name of that city was 
called Liz at the first.’—-Gen, 28: 
18, 19. 

The Hebrew word. beth means 
house. “El’’ is the Hebrew word 
for God. So Jacob called this place 
“the house of God.” 

Then Jacob made holy vows. We 
are told: 

“And Jacob vowed a vow, say- 
ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go. 
and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, So that I come 
again to my father’s house in 
peace; then shall the Lord be my 
God: And this stone, which I have 
set for a pillar, shall be God's 
house: and of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee.’—Gen. 28 :20-22. 

Oh, how could Jacob ever forget 
that holy night! The awe-inspiring 
scene of angels who are usually 
invisible to mortal eyes! The glory 
of God shining above the stair- 
way to Heaven! The voice of God 
speaking to his heart! 

And what glorious promises, 
that he should have a multitude of 
seed and “. . . in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be 
blessed.”” That promise could only 
be fulfilled by the coming of the 
Saviour, the Seed of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob. 

And the promise was not only to 
his descendants, but God had prom- 
ised to be with him and to keep 


and poured oil | 
thank God, 


“Then shall the Lord be 
my God.” 

Second, the stoné that had been 
his pillow—-he set it up and pour- 
ed. oil on the top of it. Henceforth 
this stone, this place, was to be 
to him the house of God! So he 
called it “Beth-el,” the name which 
has. remained these thirty-seven 
hundred years. . 

Last of all, Jacob ‘made the 
holy vow, “Of all that thou shalt 
give me I -will: surely.. give..the 
tenth unto.thee.”’ 

This wae the: first of two or 


+ three ochmactie™-spiritual amoun- 


taintops. in the life of Jacob. How 
could he ever forget the presence 
of God, .the holy promises,.. the 
serious vows whicn involved all 
his. l6yalty, all his will, all his 
love, all his possessions? 


3. We, Poo, Have Had Our Bethels 

And, dear Christian reader, did 
you not have a Bethel 
may have been when you 
saved. How-¢an I-“ever forget 
the events connected with my own 
turning to Christ! First, there 
was the time when I stepped out 
in the faith of a nine-year-old 
boy to trust the Lord Jesus and 
claim Him openly. A few years 
ago I drove through Gainesville, 
Texas, early on a summer Sun- 
day morning. On a sudden impulse 
I drove to the First’ Baptist 
Church. The doors were open. 
Soon the throngs would be coming 
to the Sunday School. I went in 
and-sat in #he same seat where I 
had sat as a boy. Then I imagined 
good old Brother Ingram preached 
again on the prodigal son and told 
the story of his experience as a 
runaway boy and his return to 
the loving, forgiving arms of his 
father. I remembered again the 
invitation and how I slid off the 
pew and walked down that aisle 
to take Christ as Saviour. 

Then I remember the time 
when after three years of trou- 
bled, unsure heart, I found the 
blessed promise of God, “He that 
‘believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting. life’ (John 3:36). Then, 
I had it! Full assur- 
ance flooded my soul, and from 
that time to this7I have known 
that my sins are forgiven, that} 
I, unworthy sinner that I am and 
was, am received by God’s grace 
and pardoned and saved! 

I remember when I was_ bap- 
tized in the old railroad ‘tank” 
or pond near the little cow town 
of Dundee, Texas. I remember 
that as we came out of the water 
on that cold November day and 
stood in a line beside the water, 


‘tall sang together, 


“0 happy day that fixed my choice 
On Thee, my Saviour and my God! 

Well may this glowing heart rejoice 
And tell its raptures all abroad. 


“Happy day, happy day, 
When Jesus washed my sins away!” 


Our big family could not all 
ride in the seats of the two-seated 
hack, so I prepared to stand in 
the back as I usually did. But my 
father, anxious that I not be 
chilled in my wet garments, wrap- 
ped me in a quilt and made me 
sit in a seat. I was not cold; my 
heart was so warm I did not feel 
the brisk November wind. Oh, 
that was a Bethel to which my 
heart often goes back! 

What was that time when God 
revealed Himself to you, when He 
called you, when He encouraged 
you, when there was repentance 


T fook the call« 


also? It} 
were}: 


or holy vows or.a new start? 


I remember so well the day 
when I knelt under a thorny bush 
in the “brakes” near our home in 
West Texas. With a burning in my 
heart, I felt I must go to college. 


|I must get ready for the work God 


might have me to do. So I made 
my decision, and with some $9.35 
in my pocket, I rode away on a 
January day toward Decatur Col- 
lege. With borrowed money, I 
started toward the long hours of 
toil and eventual training in Bay- 
lor University, the University of 


Chicago, and Southwestern Bap- 
tist ‘Theological Seminary. Oh, 


that day when I tolda’God I would 
preach or sing or be a missionary 
or anything He wanted me to do, 
if He would take me as I was and 
help me through school! It was a 
Bethel of blessing. That chaparral 
bush where I knelt and prayed 
was to me the house of God. 
Again, my heart goes back to 
that holy time in 1921 when I 
knelt in the Pacific Garden Mis- 
sion with my arms around a 
drunken bum and won him to 
Christ. He was s0. wonderfully 
changed, transformed, that my 
heart was.enthralled. I had made 
my life plans ..to™-be a college 
teacher, had.taught one year in 
Wayland College. Now suddenly 
I felt there was far more for me 
than. being a college teacher. [I 
offered myself to God, and in re- 
sponse to the blessed invitation 
of Romans 12:1, 2, I presented my 
body a living sacrifice. By faith 
‘the place of ser- 
vice which_ ft mow know God had 
laid. uponrié: from the day I was 
born and in, .aswer to. the holy 
prayers of my father and mother. 


Honesty is the one business 
policy. that. need never be 
changed’ to keep up with me 
times. 
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Oh, kneeling oy ‘that floor beside 
the bum who found Christ was to 
me the house of God never to be 
forgotten. 

Strangely enough, one of those 
times I met God, one of those 
times which became to me a verit- 
able Bethel, a true house of God, 
was when, under strong tempta- 
tion and serious threats of de- 
nominational men, I decided I 
must be true to my convictions. I 
must oppose modernism and evo- 
lutionary teaching in Baylor Uni- 
versity where I had graduated and 
where my teacher, Dr. Dow, had 
been a bone of conte?ition because 
of his teaching of evolution. Fac- 
ing the threats that I would be 


blackballed and branded and that} 


I would never be invited to hold 
revivals, that I would have no 
chance as an evangelist, I teld 
God that if I were serving a Ged 
Who could not look after His 
preachers unless they kowtowed 
to the leaders, unless they sought 
to please men and played politics 
with the brethren, I would leave 
His service.-But I told Him that 
I was willing to risk everything 
to prove that the God who called 
me could care for me. Oh, what 
a day of decision! The friends 
of a lifetime I lost overnight, I 
was a marked, a branded man. 
But in some strange way, when 
I ceased to care so much for the 
opinions of men, the Word of 


God became 'to me new and sweet... 


In some strange way, now the 
drunkard, the harlot, the profane 
swearer, the convict, the infidel 
came to hear me. Before I had 
had children and young people 
saved. Now I began to have many, 
many of the hardest sinners saved. 
O thou Bethel, thou house of God, 
where I made holy vows that I 
would put God before all men, 
and God promised me that He 


would care for His own. And He 
has! 
You, too, doubtless have had 


your Bethels, your places of bless- 
ing, those times of special divine 
call and intervention and those 
times of holy vows and new sur- 
render. I trust that you will re- 
member your Bethels as I remem- 
ber mine. 


How often I have thanked God 
for that time in 1926 when I felt 
I must give up all salary and nev- 
er make any requirement about 
my own income. I gave up $10,000 


worth of insurance. I made~-God- 


the proposition, “Lord, you look 
after my business, and I will look 
after Yours.” I ieft the pastorate 
to become an evangelist. He alone 
knows how sadly I hve failed in 
my part, but, bless God, He has 


Mother's 


never failed in His! Oh, that Beth- 
el is as real to me as the time 
when Jacob promised God his 
tithe, and promised God that that 
stone should be to him the house 
of God. 


And then I go back to 1941. I 
was in the field of full-time evan- 
gelism. The dear Lord had pressed 
on my heart so heavily the bur- 
den for revival. And now in the 
large Bethany Reformed Church 
on the south side of Chicago, I 
conducted ‘a conference on revival 
and soul--winning.- Among the 
speakers helping me were Dr. H. 
A. Alronside,..Dr. Oswald. J. Smith, 


and, as. I remember, Dr, Hyman... 
Appleman. And in my  roorte i 


the Roseland YMCA I stayed on 
my face until 2:00 o’clock in the 
morning, and God and I made a 
bargain» I promised Him that at 
any cost in thé world I would.see 
that mass evangelism was b otieht 
back to America and.that America 
again would see great city-wide 
revival campaigns. And at 2:00 
oclock in the morning God as- 
sured my heart that He would let 
me see that long-desired day. 

I did not know then that He 
would use me in great city-wide 
revival campaigns in Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Seattle, Chicago, Mi- 
ami, Winston-Salem, San Pedro, 
and elsewhere. But thanks be to 
God, I knew even ‘then that He 
would bring again mass evangel- 
ism to the front in America. We 


have not seen what we ought. to” 


see and what I trust we will see, 
but this generation knows now 
that the living..God has not done 
away with those He has called 
evangelists, and has not done 
away with His method of preach- 


ing the Gospel and calling sinners: 


to repentance! Oh, ‘that little 
cheap YMCA-room was to me a 
Bethel, a house of God! | 

some. who read this stood by a 


reads this went forward when his 
heart was burning under the im- 
pact of a message from some 
prophet of God and laid his life on 
the altar. You promised to go 
Wherever God would. lead you. 
It was a time of surrender, of 
dedication, of consecration. 

Some who read this remember 
the time when you promised God 
to tithe, when you promised Him 
that neither business, nor friends, 
nor anything else would come 
first, but that God Himself would 
be first, and the token of it would 
be the. tithes and. offerings. you 
would give in His name where He 
might lead you to give them. 

Do you remember thetime-yeu 
laid «some. sin on the eitar and 


felt. His healing, cleansing touch, 
and the Lord said, “Son (or 
daughter), thy sins are forgiven 


thee’? Do you remember the time 
that you felt so led of God to 
launch out in some new work 
when, humanly speaking, there 
were obstacles too great to over- 
come, but you believed God and by 
faith went in to take the promised 
land? Do you remember the time 
when you vowed you would have 
upon you continually the breath 
of God, the power of the Holy 
Ghost? And perhaps you set apart 
a time for the morning watch. 
You. kept a rendezvous with God 
in the secret place of prayer. 

Oh, all who read this who are 
saved have some Bethel which 
you in your heart ought to go 
back to today. 


deathbed and_ promised | 
z|to meet her in Heaven. One who 


I do not doubt that to many a 


heart who reads this God has said,. 


“Arise, go up to Beth-el, and 
dwell there: and make there an 
altar unto God, that appeared un- 
to thee ....”’ And you ought to 
answer to all your family and 
those about you, ‘‘And let us arise, 
and go up to Beth-el; and I will 
make there an altar unto God, 
who answered me in the day of 
my distress, and was with me in 
the way which I went” (Gen. 
35:3): 


II, The Wandering, Backslid- 
ine, Troubled Jacob Needed 
Bethel Again 


“Aécording to Ussher's chronolo- 
gy, it was twenty-eight years alt- 
er Jacob's experience at Bethel 
when the Lord appeared to him in 
Genesis 35:1 and said,.“‘Arise, go 
up to Beth-el, and dwell there: 
and make there an altar unto God, 
that. appeared unto thee when 
thou fleddest from the, face of 
Esau thy .brother.” But it was 
likely longer even thah that. After 
that Bethel..experience Jacob had 
joined Laban’s household and fal- 
len in love with Rachel. Then he 
had worked seven years for a 
wife, was cheated by being given 
the wrong girl, Leah. Then Leah 
had borne six sons despite a per- 
iod of barrenness. Then had come 
Dinah, the only girl, who had 
grown to young womanhood and 
had been led into sin and promised 
in marriage. Probably more than 
thirty years had gone by since 
Jacob made his vows at. Bethel 
and promised God that that would 
be to him the house of God. And 
as far as we know, he had never 
been back to that holy place. 

Oh, Jacob, Jacob, how :eould you 
so long neglect the house of God! 
How could you so long forget 
that place of holy vows and prom- 
ises? 

Jacob needed -to. go back- >to 
Bethel. He needed to erect an al- 
tar there and to dwell there! He 


had been too long away from the 


place of blessing. ; 

And think of all the Yreasons 
that indicate how badly Jacob 
needed Bethel and the presence of 
God. | 


1. A Broken Heart Over a Ruined 
Daughter Called Back to Bethel 

First, there is his daughter who 
has gone wrong. I know how dear- 
ly a father loves a_ beautiful 
daughter. Someone has said that 
a man’s son is. his pride, but his 
daughter is his joy. I:doynot know, 
having never had “a son, but«I 
know that Jacob‘s heart was bro- 


ken when he. found that his 

daughter had@ been deceived .and 
violated. es 
Jacob had “bought abit of 


ground at Shalem and there had 
made his home. It was only some 
twenty miles from Bethel. 
strange that he tarried here away 
from that place of blessing. And 
here his daughter went out to see 
some of the dauchters of the jand 
and Shechem, the young prince, 


saw her and loved her and led her 


into sin. How sore the heart of 
Jacob was when they told him! 


2. His Murdering Sons Had Shown 
the Price of His Neglect 
But the wild young sons of Ja- 
cob had gone too long without the 
influence of Bethel. Their busy, 
busy father had not found time, 


(Continued on page 10) 
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' Letter Month $1 Bargain Order Coupon 
i 
; Sword of the Lord Foundation 
» Wheaton, Illinois | | 
i 
' Dear Sir: Please send the following books at $1 each Astin 
March Letter Month (add 10c postage for every book). I enclose 
sent hai a ae a postage. 
i 
_._._All About Christian Giving Books by Oswald J. Smith: 
t  -.--Immanuel—God With Us! ~-negg pny Wat Lies anenie 
BOONE. intry [ : 
- -.--The Soul-Winner’s Fire 2 ii ~ihion a Soh = 
; _..__.We Can Have Revival Now! ._..The Challenge of Life 
!  ....The Preacher and His Preaching --;-The Marvels of Grace 
___-A Reward for Jerry _vs--David Brainerd 
; eames: ~---The Revival We Need 
b+ nme ORDO .---The Gospel We Preach 
1 Gospel Chalk Talks ay 3 _ : 
enn whioonsiay -~--The Adventures of Andy McGinnis 
; nievian Varteons ..--Storiés of Thomas me 
. (Total, $26.45 worth for $17.00, plus $1. 70 for postage) 
[] Send me free Dr. Rice’s booklet, Our God-Breathed Book, The Bible, which ‘is 
; free, t » all who request it during Letter Month. 
- a 
: * Name * 
I 
Address 
! P 
; City ~< Zone_.._ State i 
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Page Nine 


The Editor's Notes 


(Continued from page 5) 


utes I go to the pulpit again for 
the 11:00 a. m. service to speak 
on soul winning. And then tonight 
I speak again and drive one hun- 
dred miles back to Wheaton for 
a day’s work tomorrow. 

It is blessed to be with these 
godly pastors from all over the 
State. They love the Lord, they 


believe. the Bible, they are Bap- 


tist..by conviction in the old-fash- 
joned sense. We have had a good 
many holy resolutions and a deep 
stirring of heart, and I trust great 
blessings will come in the future 
because of the touch of Heaven 


“| upon us in these two days togeth- 


er. God bless Conservative Bap- 
tists, this missionary-minded, orth- 
odox, soll-winning group. 


Letter Month: Be Sure 
to Write! 


I hope that, thousands of friends 
will take the opportunity to write 
us during Letter Month. In the 
first place, you will want to get 
a copy of the 40-page pamphiet, 
Our God-Breathed Bock—-the Bi- 
ble. Remember the book is free if 
you. write us a letter (not a post 
card), and if you ask for it. Of 
course you will pay postage on 
your own letter. Do not leave it 
to us to pay postage after your 
letter arrives. 

I hope, too, you will take ad- 
vantage of the $1 sale on books, 
or the’ half-price sale in~ which 
you can buy any book of mine at 
half price if you send along a sub- 
seription to THE SWorRD OF THE 
Lorp at the regular price of $2.50 
per year. 


.etter Month Extra Specials 


We have selected a colorful set of 18 books with retail prices ranging from $1.25 to $1.95, 
to offer as extra special bargains during March “Letter Month.” You may have any book. 
listed in this ad for only $1, (add 10c postage for every book). A very unusual offer up to a 
00% saving, but we make it so good that you can’t help writing and ordering from us during 


our Annual Letter Month. 


Never before, we believe, have we been able to offer these books at such a low price and 
still give letter month premiums! These are not stale, musty, slow-selling books that we want 
to get rid of just to get your money; they are thrilling, popular, life-transforming books. 

Anticipate your book needs for the year, and stock up at these low, low prices. 


All About 
Christian Giving 


By John R. Rice 


A Bible manual on giving, with hundreds 
of Scriptures and scores of illustrations, One 
chapter, “Giving Your Way to Prosperity,” 
worth many times the price of the book. 
Deals with tithing in Old and New Testa- 
ments, ‘Storehouse’ tithing, how to tithe; 
many other important subjects. Attractive 
cover, 13 chapters, 174 pages, regularly sells 
for $1.95. During Letter Month only $1 


~ IMMANUEL--- 
God With Us! 


By John R. Rice 


Six sermons centering around 
the person and work of Christ. 
Deals with Immanuel’s birth, in- 
carnation, forgiveness, return, cor- 
onation and invitation. Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., wrote: “This book ap- 
peals to me as much or more than 


aa we. ee a. a 


reader's heart with new purposes and de- 
cisions concerning lost people around us,” 


Dr. R. G. Lee. 


Chapter titles: (1) “He That Winneth Souls 
Is Wise’; (2) God's Way in Soul Winning; 
(3) The Caemposanate Heart; (4) The Soul- 
Winner's Fire; (5) Praying for Revival; (6) 
Evangelistic Preaching; (7) The Soul-Win- 
ners Feet; and, (8) Unsaved Brothers. 


114 pages. Regularly sells for $1.50. 
During Letter Month only $1. 


We Gan Have 
Revival Now! 


By John R. Rice 


These ten lectures were given at 
Bob Jones University at the first 
annual series of lectures on re- 
vival, then carefully rewritten and 
published to answer all those who 
deny the possibility of revival to- 
day. Chapters titles are: 


1. Mass. Evangelism and Defeatist Voices 
That Despair of Revival; 


The Preacher 
and His Preaching 


By Dr. W. B. Riley 

Wise, trustworthy teaching for 
the one who wants to preach or 
who wants to become a_ better 
preacher, from the pen of the man 
William Jennings Bryan called 
“the greatest statesman in the 
American pulpit.” For nearly half 
a century this man pastored the 
great First. Baptist Church of 
Minneapolis. This book comes 
from that wide experience, coupled 
with 15 years of teaching preachers 
at the Northwestern Schools. 

Some of the 14 chapters are: 
The Preacher and His Profession- 
al Ethics, The Genesis of a. Ser- 
mon, Lhe Several Forms of Ser- 
mons, Lhe Sermon Series, The 
Construction of a Sermon, The 
Sermon Illustration, and The De- 
livery of a Sermon. 

Sturdily bound, 145 
regularly $2. During ~-Letter 
Month only $1. 


Ay p¢ P 
PaLeS, 


‘hong : anything I have read from the _ 2. Bible Foretells Greatest Revivals Yet to A Paward For Jerry 
1 w 0 vrite tc , Ie 
us 2 pont » Shak White tO hae pen of this good man and great Come . by Grace Rice MacMullen 
a ; 7 SSI 1g5S receivec y a ~ ’ 4 y 9 ae : anh? y . ac ae ° ? es 
through THe Sworp? Or write to preacher. It has~ straightforward 8. False Teaching About the Last Days; Stuck up in a tree and about to 


say thank you? Or to say that you 
believe the Bible and that you will 
pray for us who are trying to stand 
true? Surely it 1s not more than 
a good Christian ought to do to 


simplicity, evangelistic punch with 
spiritual sweetness.” You, too, will 
find these messages moving and 
heart-warming, filled with strong 
Bible teaching. A lovely poem pref- 


4. “The Last Days,’’ 
Revival; 


a. Blessed Age of 


- Great Revivals in Bible Times Prove 
We Can Have Revival Now; 


6. We Can Have Revival Now Because of 


qT 


miss the County Fair—that’s one 
of the predicaments Jerry and 
Hurry (Short for Hurricane) find 
themselves in, in this.rollicking ad- 
venture story. Of course they do 
get to the fair, but not until they 


write and say thank you. aces each sermon. A beautiful! gift God’s Infinite Resources Freely Avail- learn a much-needed lesson! Lots 
We are having some blessed, volume. 157 pages, regularly sells able for Soul Winning ; i himiapse: = things, happen to 
- S tter tells of = . ; nis irresistible pair—a near 
blessed letters, One letter tells of for $1.75. During Letter Month 7. Present-Day Wickedness, Apostasy and drownine. a reviv: at meeting where 
aman saved through the book- only $1 Modern Civilization Cannot Prevent Re- both. of them trust the ora a 
let, “What Must I Do to Be vival ; photographic contest with a sur- 
Y ncn DI? ’ y twtxt7 NA 1S< , ling c dlhine 
Saved: , who has won sixty peo- ‘ 5 . 8.-The Revival Harvest Is Always Ripe Prise. ending, a_ thrilling rescue, 
ple in the last few weeks. Heart- The Soul Winner S$ Fire ink Lok Manors’ and, best of all, Jerry’s reward for 
warming letters are ccming from R hn R. Ri ; : winning Pete to the Lord. Exciting 
missionaries and others. Letters y #onn MR. Rice Ee ee ee Revival Tew pecenes reading for’ young forks, “but more 
; : j me i : We Already Have Increasing Revival; than that. deep spiritual lessons 
counted worthy of publication will The zeal of Dr. Rice is contagious, The on Se Cees spiritual lessons 
be awarded a free one-year sub- 10. God’s Way to Mass Revival. are graphically taught. 


scription to THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp. So hurry and get in your 
letter. 


Will You Try Also? 
The dear Lord has laid on my 


heart the desire to save up $1,000 


this year to give to the cause of 
“Investment Evangelism,” replac- 


ing long-term loans by which ‘THE 


Sworp OF, THE ,LorD is Carried on. 
wel are making progress, but the 

“mgustbe put on a substan- 
Tat basis. The loans must be paid 
off. I. think God will help me. 
Already I have laid aside $100 and 
I believe that He will help me 


reading of these pages causes one to-catch 
the fecling of urgency that burns within his 
heart for men to be saved, and fills the 


Hard binding, 201 pages regu- 
larly selling for $2. UEINg Letter 
Month only $1. 


Water resistant, 2 color binding, 
profusely illustrated. Regularly 
sells for $1.25. During Letter 
Month only $1. 


Wisden thy Seward i as etl eae ie Sins 


Combination: 


Gospel Chalk Talks 


by E. H. Smith 


Even if you’ve never drawn before, you can give chalk talks with the help of this 
book? 26 thrilling chalk talks to make your lessons more interesting, remembered 
longer, and get more people saved, Each chalk talk is complete with a clear simple 
drawing, a spiritual application of the lesson, many Scriptures, and a suggested 
hymn. Recapture the interest in your teaching by ordering today 50c 


a i i i ai i a a ke sn i din in din di dn a) 


ICE Christian Cartocns 


by Charles L. Ramsay 


A collection of hard-hitting, 
thought-provoking illustrations of 
scriptural truths. Vaughn Shoe- 
maker, former Chicago Daily News 
cartoonist, calls each one “equiv- 
alent of a sermon.” Paper, 112 
pages, $1. 


Order the combination of both books kei $1 wring **‘Letter Month” 


to give out of my love offerings 
$1,000 this year to “Investment 
Evangelism,” working capital for 
THE SworpD OF THE LoRD. Maybe 
others who read this will .prayer- 
fully undertake to do the same 
thing. But some others can do 
more or less, but at least will 
you ask the dear Lord what is 
His will in the matter? And those 
of us who plan and pray ahead of 
time will find God’s help to do 
whatever He tells us to do, I am 
sure. 


Others ought to put THE SWORD 
OF THE Lorp in their will and 
leave money or property to help 
us spread the Gospel around the 
world. We have more calls than 
we can fill for free literature. 
Pleading-letters come from India 


BOOKS BY DR. ‘OSWALD J. SMITH 


Prophecy—What Lies Ahead? 


The United Action commented, “. . . premillennial- 
ism at its best . .. an orderly presentation of proph- 
ecy . Even those who disagree with its interpreta- 
tion will find it worthy of study and will recognize 
that it provides a reference book. of lasting value.” 
Hard binding, 13 chapters, 120 pages. Regularly $1.50 

During Letter Month, $1.00 


The Country I Love Best 
Some of Dr. Smith’s most effective messages to the unconverted, 
jug as he preaches them. Library edition, 7 messages, 128 pages. 
Regularly $1.50 
Letter Month only $1.00 


The Spirit At Work 
This volume deals: with the secret of spiritual power and blessing. 
and other foreign countries want-| roreward by the late Gypsy Smith, who said, “I did not put it down 
ing large, new editions of the] yntil IT had read every word... My soul was refreshed.” Hard binding. 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be!) 108 pages, 14 chapters. Regularly $1.50 
Saved?’’, which we have spread in | Letter Month only $1.00 


millions of copies at a cost of 
The Challenge of Life 


tens of thousands of doilars. We 
have a great demand for subscrip- - Included in this volume are messages of judgment, world-evan- 
tions to missionaries and ministers sities modernism, evolution, Catholicism and the virgin birth. A 


and shut-ins and others who can- total of 18 sermons, 148 pages, hard binding, highly recommended. 


Regularly $1.50 
not at the moment pay for their 
subscription. And we want to car- During Letter Month, only $1.00 


ry on the emphasis on evangelism The Marvels of Grace 
which God has so blessed through Short, terse, convicting thoughts and illustrations centered around 


the years. Let those who pray ask our “so great salvation.” Hard binding, 36 sections, 127 pages. 
God what “they should do about Regularly $1.50 


putting THE SworD OF THE LORD During Letter Month only $1.00 


in their will or making a gener- % 3 
Sword of the Lord, 214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, IIL. 0°", 


ous bequest. 


David B rainerd 


The life of this man of prayer has been edited 
and put into a compact volume by Dr. Smith. Hard 
binding, 4 chapters, 95 pages. Regularly $1.50 

During Letter Month only $1.00 


The Revival We Need 


The famous missionary, Jonathan Goforth, call- 
ed it, ““The most powerful plea for revival we have 
ever read,” and wished he had the funds to place 
it in every home on the continent. Library edition, 
11 chapters, 112 pages. fegularly $1.50 

During Letter Month only $1.00 


The Gospel We Preach 


The first Message is his famous sermon to the 
lost, “Only One Way,” which has been printed in 
nearly a dozon languages and circulated in almost 
‘a million copies. Library edition, 8 sermons, 126 
pages. Regularly $1.50 


During Letter Month only $1.00 


THE GOSPEL 
WE PREACH @ 


GSWALD J SMITH 


_ The Adventures of Andy McGinnis 
Fiction for children, 67 pages, cloth. 
Regularly $1.25 
During Letter Month only $1.00 


Stories of Thomas 


Companion volume to Andy McGinnis, 92 pages, 
cloth, Regularly $1.25 


During Letter Month only $1.00 


—The End— 
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Come Back to Bethel 


(Continued from page 8) 


Wwe suppose, to teach them about 
God. When they heard of their 
sister’s ruin, they made a. wick- 
ed scheme of revenge. Pretending 
to be friends and promising inter- 
marriage with the young prince 
Shechem, and his father and their 
city, they had all the men of 
Shechem’s city circumcized. ‘Then 


when the men were sore and in-| 


capacitated, they 
city and killed 


came upon the 
every 


man in it! 


and looted. and spoiled the city! 
If you want to know how Jacob | 


felt about the murdering rage ot 
Simeon and Levi, 
in his dying charge and blessing. 
Jacob said: 

“Simeon and Levi are brethren; 
instruments of cruelty are in their 


thou 
they 


their 
and im 


for m 
man, 


united: 
slew a 


anger 
their 


selfwill they digged down a wall. 


Cursed be 
wCe: 

| was cruel: 

.| Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.” 


fue 


their anger, for it was 
and their, wrath, for it 
I will divide them in 


Gen. 49:5-7, 

The grief of Jacob over his 
daughter was now made more 
dreadful by the grief over his 
wicked sons. 


Moreover, 


ger 


there Was a real dan- 


that the people of the land 


‘would. now combine against Jacob 


read the word | 


an 


Sons 


tre 


d ihese deceitful and wicked 
and kill them all. Jacob was 
yuubled about the matter. 


8. His Idolatrous Wives Show How 


hon 12; ~4), 


back to Bethel and rear an altar 
and dwell there. His two wives, 
Rachel and Leah, daughters of 
Laban, worshipped idols. At least, 
when Jacob left his. work with 
Laban and took his family away 
from Padan-aram, Rachel stole 
her father’s idols, hid them in 
the stuff, and took them with her. 
And now, when God called Jacob 
to return to Bethel, Jacob knew 
about these strange gods and told 
his family, “Put away the strange 
gods that are among you.” An@ 
we-are told, ‘“‘And they gave unto 
Jacob all the strange gods which 
were in their hands .. .” (Gen. 


Oh, Jacob was a man of energy, 


of foresight, an ingenious, hard- 
working man. He was a man of 


leadership. But alas, all these great 
qualities were put to increasing 
his flocks and herds, increasing 
his wealth and prestige. He had 
no time to teach and guide his 


habitations, O my soul come not Far Jacob Had Drifted family in the religion of the true 
thou into their secret; unto their There is another indication of |God whom he had vowed to serve 
assembly, mine honour, be not|how badly Jacob needed to go'and worship. 
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Are you still working for the Scofield Bible? 
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(Cut on dotted lines) 


Simon Peter, Andrew, Philip, Nathanael Find Jesus 
John 1 


CLEWS ACROSS | 
1 “Andrew, Simon Peter’s...” 


6 “Jesus... Nathanael coming to 
him.” 
10 “...thou wast under the fig 


” 


tree 
A New England state (abbr.) 
13 Exclamation of inquiry 

15 National Education Association 
(abbr. ) 

Doctor of Entomology (abbr.) 
18 Each (abbr.) 

Senior (abbr.) 

21 Printers’ measure 

23 “Behold an Israelite in....” 
25 African antelope 

Measure of length (abbr.) 

29 “We have... the Messias.”’ 
31 Dined 

. 32 Therefore 

33 Dead weight (abbr.) 

34 “And the 


s) .of God as-|2 


—- WwW Wd 


oo Nv 


CLEWS DOWN 


“He first findeth his.. 

Simon,” 

“Thou shalt see greater things 

than . 

“The two disciples 

speak.”’ 

Half an em (print.) 

“Jesus turned, 

following.”’ 
.dwellest thou?” 

“There standeth one among 

you whom... know not.” 

“Thou shalt ... called Cephas.”’ 

“And... brought him to Jesus.” 

is have found nimh, of whom 

Moses” 

The innermost itinie in 

cient temples (Latin pl.) 

“Findeth Philip, and saith unto 

him, Follow...” 

Paradise 


. brother 


him 


. saw them 


an- 


Free! 


with a correct entry for 
Puzzle Number 12 


Have You 
‘Considered Him? 


by Wilbur M. Smith 


Perhaps this booklet could best 
be summed up in the words of the 
author when he states his pur- 
pose: “I long to persuade men to 
give serious, honest, intelligent 
consideration to this person, Jesus, 
and to come to some definite con- 
clusion regarding Him and their 
relationship to Him, based, not up- 
on superficial, often inaccurate, 
and sometimes sneering references 
to Him in contemporary secular 
literature; not the mere echo of 
unbelieving professors, or skepti- 
cal thinkers, but, the result of 
one’s own unhampered, personal 
thinking.”’ Dr. Smith has done an 
excellent job in fulfilling his avow- 
ed intention! 

This is the careful, exact, posi- 
tive presentation you would expect 
of a lawyer seeking to prove his 
point before a skeptical, defiant 
jury. The arguments are unan- 
swerable and the logic most con- 
vincing. This booklet will do tre- 
mendous good for everyone who 
reads it. 


THE RULES 


1. Fill in the empty blanks ac- 
cording to the clews given. An- 
swers must be complete and cor- 
rect. 

2. PRINT (not write) your name 
and address in the blank below 
the puzzle. This coupon will serve 
as your address label for the enve- 
lope containing your prize. Mail 
to: PUZZLE EDITOR, THE Sworp 


frantically, 


some who read this 
doubtless upon reflection would 
find you have left your wives and 
your children to be absorbed in 
all the things of the world. You 
have idols instead of God. It may 
be that to one of you the idol is 
pleasure. To another the idol is 
clothes or a house or clubs. One 
may put society first and one may 
put home first. At any rate, how 
sadly lacking is the home where 
the father has not taken time to 
lead his family with him to the 
blessings of his Bethel! So Lot 
down in Sodom loved God and 
erieved his righteous soul over 


‘the wicked things that went on in 


Sodom. But he had no time, we 
Suppose, to lead his family. He 
could not take with him even his 
wife when he left Sodom, and to 
his sons-in-law he was as one that 
mocked! 


The man who has_ pleasure- 
crazy daughters and wild, uncon- 
trolled sons and a worldly wife 
is not a good Christian. He may 
have met God at some Bethel in 
the past, but alas, the years have 
been wasted as was the case of 
Jacob. 


Jacob had amassed wealth. 
When he came to that Bethel 
some years before he had only a 
walking stick and perhaps stale 
bread and a flask of oil. Now he 


1958 


today has a great family and is rich in 


flocks and herds. But he is a dis- 
illusioned, disappointed man. His 


children have gone the way of sin; 


his wives have gone into idolatry. 


4, Oh, the Backsliding Brought By 


Being Too Busy! We Need Bethel 


Jacob himself has worn out his 
soul with hard work. There is 
something noble about labor. I 
have the highest regard for the 
man who is thrifty, the man who 
works and schemes and saves and 
prospers. But all of us who have 
energy and push, all of us who 
feel a delight in doing, in work, 
in accumulation, need to beware. 
That way is the way to leanness 
of soul and to the loss of all the 
joys which.a Christian may have. 

Do you remember that the dear 
Saviour said that some Christians, 


those- represented by the. seed 
which fell among thorns, “are 
they, which, when ‘they have 


heard, go forth, and are choked 
with cares and riches and pleas- 
ures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to perfection” .,(Luke 8:14)? 


Oh, the care of tihs world, and 
the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the weariness of long labor, sal 


the distraction of constant pres- 
sure—these can keep a Christian 
from happiness, can keep one from 


(Continued on page 11) 


When things get so bad -the | 
Boss begins muttering to himself 
with incoherent phrases, it’s sure- 
ly time to start some action! Our 
puzzle department started out as 
an innocent little diversion for 
our readers and we were thrilled 
at the interest taken in the puz- 


‘|zles and over the opportunity for 


doing good through the spread of 
the excellent gospel booklets we 
give free for correct solutions. 
However, this little pet has grown 
into a monster about to complete- 
ly disrupt the entire equilibrium 
of the Sword of the Lord Founda- 
tion. 

Just the other day, the Boss 
(that’s Dr. Rice), after figuring 
out what this puzzle department 
would cost the company in ’58, 
was heard to exclaim somewhat 
“We are getting so 
many fuzzle pans we are just go- 
ing to have to do something!” 
Confused? You said it! But you 
would be confused, too, I imagine! 

For example, we have come to 
the startling conclusion that the 
puzzles will cost us from $12,500 
to $15,000 this year! This includes 


4. Those who are working. to- 
ward winning the Scofield Bible 
must check the proper blank ‘be- 
lew the puzzle. If you check the 
blank marked “yes,” we will send 
you a coupon if your entry 
is correct. Save these coupons. 
They are important. At the end of 
the year those who have fifty out 
of the fifty-two will be entitled to 
a Scofield Bible. Please remember 
that this is the only record we 
have concerning the number of 
your correct entries. It will be 
your responsibility to keep the 
coupons. In addition,, note that 
coupons may not be exchanged 
with one another. The winning of 


_-the Bible is on an. individual and 


not a group basis. It is not possi- 
ble to work toward the Bible if 
you have started sending entries 
after Puzzle Number 3, or if you 
have already had three incorrect 
entries. Everyone, however, having 
a correct entry will receive the 


weekly prize. Please limit all cor- “4 


respondence 
items. 


to only necessary 


Answer to Puzzle No. 9 


Attention, All 
“Fuzzle Pans: 


r. 


the free books, workers’ time cor- 
recting the puzzles and mailing 
the free gifts, postage, envelopes, 
etc. Frankly, this is too much for 
the Sword Foundation to handle 
alone. We just don’t have that 
kind of money. 


A Suggestion! 


However, we have meade the of- 
fer of the free booklets and the 
free Scofield Bible, and we are 
not going to change it. We sug- 
gest though, that you enclose at 
least a dime offering with every 
puzzle you send in. If each of the 
approximately 2,100 weekly puz- 
zle workers would do this it would 
help us out with about $200 a 
week, or $800 a month. Please 
note that this is only a@ sugges- 
tion. It is not a condition for re- 
ceiving the free booklets or work- 
ing toward the free Bible. That of- 
fer is still open for all without 
any strings. Most of the puzzle 
workers, however; would be more 
than willing to enclose a dime or 
more to help cover the cost each 
week, we feel. Receipts sent for 
offerings of $1 or more. 


So, please, if you can spare a 
dime or so to help us absorb the 


toss in the eae department, do | 


at! 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


Come Back to Bethel 


(Continued from page 10) 


meeting God, keep one from pray- 
er and from Bible study and from 
Christian joy. 

Jacob had gone too long with- 
out being back to Bethel. He had 
worn himself out for the things 
of the world which mean so little! 

I have one fear, one matter 
about which I warn myself con- 


tinually. As Paul buffeted his 
body to keep it under subjection 
lest he should, after having 


preached so long, to others’ and 


with such blessing,: be “cast 
away,” that is, laid on the shelf, 
and lose his usefulness to God, 


so I feel a constant need to be- 
ware lest constant labor, long 
hours, many plans, the incessant 
pressure of work, should take 
away my joy in the Lord and my 
times of secret devotion and lose 
me the song in my heart. O dear 
Lord Jesus, forgive us, and watch 
over us more gently, all of us 
who have heavy burdens and who 
have much work to do, even for 
Thee! A man may be so. busy 
working even for God, doing the 
highest and best work in the 
world, that he does not take 
enough time to meet God, does 
not take enough time to enjoy 
the Lord and have the refreshing 
and the blessing which are the 
privilege and the duty of every 
Christian. 

What if, with all the burden of 
raising several hundred thousand 
dollars each year to keep the 
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Lord’s work going, with the con- 
stant pressure of a deadline for 
copy for THE SworD OF THE LoRD 
every week, the pressure of many, 
many preaching engagements, and 
that much study which is a weari- 
ness of the flesh but which is 
inevitable for a good preacher— 
oh, what if with all this toil and 
my writing and traveling and 
planning—-what if I should be too 
busy to pray enough? And what 
if I should lose the passion and 
tears in my preaching and the 
burden for souls? And what if I 
should no longer have a bubbling 
forth of song in my heart? And 
what if this blessed Book which 
has been to me the mine of the 
richest treasure all these years 
Should become as barren as a 
played-out mine, as fruitless as an 
arid field without rain? Oh, God 
protect all of us who are so busy 
from losing our Bethel and the 
blessings of Bethel! 


Yes, Jacob needed to go back 
to Bethel and to take time for 
worship, time to lead his family 
for God. He needed time for holier 
things than the sheep and goats 
and camels and donkeys and cat- 
tle which had so driven him day 
and night for thirty years! 


5. But There Was With Jacob the 
Constant Urging of God’s Spirit 
That Made Him Seek Bethel 
Again 

It is a precious truth that ev- 
ery Christian now has the blessed 
Holy Spirit dwelling within to 
represent Christ in the body of 
the Christian. In Old Testament 
days, Christians did not have the 
Spirit dwelling in the body as we 
have now, as I understand from 
many Scriptures. But surely God’s 
Spirit was with Jacob and kept 
tenderly calling him back to his 
fellowship with God. 

We know that even in his boy- 


{hood Jacob had longed for and! 


had sought the birthright and had 
traded with his brother Esau to 
get it. Even though his methods 


twere wrong and he need not have 


thought deceit would be neces- 
sary to get the blessing he' so 
greatly coveted, Jacob was right in 
desiring the blessing. He wanted 
to be the head of a great nation 
for God. He wanted to be the an- 
cestor of that blessed Seed of Ab- 
raham through whom all the na- 
tions of the world should be 
blessed. 


And even in far off Padan-aram 
When he worked with unstable 
Laban, the God he had met at 
Bethel was with him. First, Laban 
said, “I have learned by experi- 
ence that the Lord hath blessed 
me for thy sake’ (Gen. 30:27). 
God was with Jacob as a herds- 
man. And the angel cf God had 
appeared to him and _ reminded 
him of how whatever part of the 
flocks Jacob had chosen had mul- 
tiplied under God’s blessing. God 
had said, “I am the God of Beth- 
el, where thou anointedst the pil- 
lar, and where thou vowedst a 
vow unto me: now arise, get thee 
out from this land, and return 
unto the land of thy kindred” 
(Gen. 31:13). That was years be- 
fore our text. But even then God 
was calling him back to the land 
of Canaan, and back to worship. 

Then in Genesis 32:1 we learn 
how ‘Jacob went on his way, and 
the angels of God met him.” And 
we learn how Jacob tarried all 
night and wrestled with an angel 
of God until the angel blessed 
him and gave him a new name, 
Israel, which means “prince.” And 
thus God warmed the heart of 
Esau and enmity was removed and 
they met as brothers beloved. And 
even at Shalem, where he had 
lived some years and where Dinah 
had gone wrong and where Jacob’s 
sons had killed and looted a whole 
city, Jacob had erected an altar 
to God. You sée,.God had chosen 
Jacob and would not let him go. 

We are told that “the gifts and 
calling of God are without repent- 
ance’ (Rom. 11:29). God had cho- 


sen Jacob and would keep him 
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safely. And stirring in Jacob’s | 


heart was a hunger for- God, prod- 
ding him always was the Spirit of 
God. Jacob had in his own heart 
the call to come baek to Bethel, 
and when God spoke to him and 
gave him solemn invitation and 
commandment to “arise, go up to 
Beth-el,” Jacob had a heart to go. 
His own heart condition called 
him to go back to Bethel. 


And so it is with many who)724S" | 
'Christians. Not all of us. of course, 
for the blessing of God to be re- | 4ve 
' David 


read this. Your own heart is hungry 


newed. Oh, then do not wait! 
Make your way back to Bethel. 


ltl. The Wenderful God Who 
Gives Another Chance! 


It seems a strange and won- 


drous thing that God would still | 


want Jacob, would still plan to 
use him, would remember his 
covenant! Now after some thirty 


years away from the place of 
blessing, Jacob is called back to’ 


Bethel to rear an altar and to 
abide there. Oh, the grace of God! 
How wonderful is God's dealing 


them so long 
How wonderful 
with His own children 


and saves them! 


that He 


bears with us so much and nev-| 


er lets us go! 

So God is ealling Jacob again 
after weary, wandering, money- 
mad years, 
and disillusionment have wrecked 
the peace of his mind. God still 
wants Jacob, still calls him back. 

We find this blessed attitude 
of God throughout the Bible. I do 
not wonder that David said by di- 
vine inspiration: 

“The Lord is merciful and gra- 
cious, Slow to anger, and plenteous 
in mercy. He will not always 
chide: neither will he keep his 
anger for ever. He hath not dealt 
with us after our sins; nor ve- 
warded us according to cur iniqui- 
ties. For as the heaven is high 
above the earth, so great ws his 
mercy toward them that fear him. 
As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our 
transgressions from us. Like as 
a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitiéth them that fear nim. 
For he knoweth our frame; he 
remembereth that we are dust.” 

Ps. 103 :8-14. 


1. God Mercifully Spared Lot 
Despite His Compromise 

So God remembered Lot down 

in Sodom and the angels of God 


'which David had, 
have 


| Bethel, 


is God’s dealing | 


his Bethel. God sent Nathan the 
prophet to rebuke David for his 
sin and to offer him mercy. And 
David's heartbroken prayer in 
Psaim 51 tells us how David came 
back to Bethel pleading for 
cleansing, acknowledging his sin, 
making holy vows that he would 
teach transgressors God’s way and 
that sinners would be converted. 
Oh, how God’s dealing with David 
must comfort us poor, wayward 


have had the same kind of sin as 
had, but ail of us have 
sinned. We may not have had the 
same tragedies in our family 
but all of us 
had tragedy and failure 
enough, God knows. And God calls 
us back to confession and new 
vqws and sweet fellowship again, 


_as he called David and as he called 
i Jacob back to Bethel. 


When God called Jacob back to 
He was calling him not 
only to fellowship with God, but to 


| preparation for the headship of a 
| nation. 


God is merciful to give 


with lost sinners when He seeks | PC°P!¢ @ new chance for joy and 


|fellowship. He is equally merciful 


to give people a new chance to 
serve Him, 


3. This Merciful God Gave Re- 
bellious Jonah a Second Chance 


You remember how the word 


after disappointment |°! the Lord came to Jonah, the 


‘son. of 


Amittai, 
Nineveh. 


saying, “Arise, 


go to that ereat city, 


|and cry against it; for their wick- 
| edness 


Is come up before me’. 
(Jonah 1:2), But in effect Jonah 
said, ‘“‘Nothing doing, Lord; that 
bunch of fish worshippers? No, 
I am afraid some of them would 
get converted.” So Jonah bought a 
ticket on an ocean-going vessel 
and ran away from the call of 
God. You know the story of the 
mighty wind that God prepared, 
and the great fish that God pre- 
pared, and the gourd and the 
worm. It is enough to say that 
God dealt with Jonah by the storm 
at sea. He was thrown overboard 
and swallowed by the great fish 
that God had prepared. And after 
three days in the belly of tke 
Whale (typifying Christ’s three 
days in the grave, as we are plain- 
ly -told by the Lord Jesus in 
Matthew 12:40), Jonah was vomit- 
ed out on dry land. 

Now Jonah smelied like fish, 
but he certainly felt more like 
preaching! And now here is the 
wonderful, wonderful truth again: 


God gave Jonah a second chance! 


complained that they could not do 


thine at ail ahoi déstrovine | 24 we are told, “And the word 
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AMERICA’S FINE SERMON OUTLINES 


Only $1 each — Guaranteed 

Lee Roberson: “Keys to Spiritual Suecess”’ 

Toler’s Sermon Outlines | 

Toler’s Feeding the Sheep 

Cameron’s Sermon Outlines 

Cameron’s Expository Outlines 

Cameron’s Bible Study 

Schweinfurth’s Bible Studies 

(Commended by Dr. John R. Rice) 

THE RELIGIOUS PRESS 

2206 E. Dupont Ave. Belle, W. Va. 


MINISTER'S NATIONAL 
WHOLESALE AND DISCOUNT 


SERVICE, INC. 
BUY AT WHOLESALE 
AND DISCOUNT 


America’s. religious personnel 
are saving large sums annu- 
ally—on the purchase of appli- 


ances, autos, television, furniture, clothing, 
sporting goods, church equipment, etc. 
Write today for.information. 
SERVING OVER 12,000 MEMBERS 
213-L Carolina Office Building 
P, QO. Box 9381 Raleigh, N. C. 


3,000 Wo ivess: WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Scrip- 


Christian books, 


stationery, napkins and-novelties. Hand- 
some profits. Send for free catalogue 
und price list. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, ill. 


MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
Over 2,000,000 Sunflower Dish Cioths 
Were sold in 1957 by members of vari- 
ous groups and organizations in the 
U.S.A. They enable you to earn money 
for your treasury, and make friends 
for your organization. 

Sample FREE to Official 

Not for Canada 


SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG i) 

AND LOW DIRECT PRICES | = 
J.P. REDINGTON & CO. S| 
DEPL 137 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


ture mottoes, calendars,. gvécting ards, } 4. 


Not Quitting” 
At 65! 


Growing old, but not retiring 
“or the battle still is on; 
Going on without relenting, 
Till the final victory’s won. 
Ever on, nor think of resting, 
For the battle rages still, 
And my Saviour still is with me 
And I seek to do His will. 


Years roll by, the body weakens; 
But the spirit still is young; 
Breath of God—it never ages, 
Is eternal, ever strong. 
Rather, year by year it strength- 
ens, 
Gaining o’er the things of sense. 
By Thy Spirit, lead my spirit, 
Saviour, till Thou call me hence. 


Things of earth decrease in value, 
Brighter shines the light above; 
Less the power of human hatred, 
Sweeter far the Savicur’s love. 
Let me tell it to the needy, 
Far and wide Thy worth proclaim; 
That my closing years may praise 
Thee— 
Glorify Thy blessed name. 


Let me labor in Thy harvest 
More than ever in the past, 
Reaping in what Thou hast planted, 
Till I dwell with Thee at last; 
That before Thy throne eternal 
I may have some fruit to bring, 


‘Not my work—the fruit of Calvary, 


All Thine own, my Lord and 
King. 


—Anon. 


HALFTONES — LINE WORK 
COLOR AND COMBINATION WORK 


Gp racon ENGION 
= ROX 450 WHEATON ILLINOIS 


YOUNG MINISTERS 
Ten weeks practical Seminar, We provide 
tents, services, lodging, etc. You preach, 
lead singing, etc. We teach art of or- 
vcanizing and conducting tent meetings, 
doorbell ministry, follow-up. Diploma given. 
Best offer ever. Hurry. Write- 
CIVIC CHAPLAINS MISSIONS INC, 
c/o Rev. Clyde Gault 
2007 S. Schenley Avenue, Youngstown, Ohie 


WANTED 


Christian men and women to work and get 
paid for it. Sell Sunday School Supplies, 
Gifts, Awards, Christian Supplies, to 
teachers, Churches, and friends. Write for 
catalog and your confidential price list. 
WESTERN MISSION SUPPLY 
ox 5461 


Don’t 


Calimesa, California 
plan a 


Don't BE VIVAL 


Unti! you nave these /REE SAMPLES of Co’or Advertising planned especially 
for the ‘nurs which wants oma:hing différent but must operate ona 


conserveive Swaget. Write ‘or thaw TODAY. . No Obligation To Buy. 


QUALITY .PRINTERS, Dept, A -Box 261, Ladoga, ind, 


SEE HOLY LAND, NOW! 


Fourth Summer Odyssey leaves June 16; 
includes Mt, Sinai, Thebes, Babylon, Petra 
plus Europe. Fifth Christmas Pilgrimage 
leaves Dec, 5. Conducted by Bible profes- 
sors: free lectures, budget priced, time 
payments. Bible Land Seminars (phone 
38751) Box 3-SL, Wilmore, Ky. 


SACRED RECORD 


Big savings to members. 
cordings by leading Christian 
artists, Other advantages. No 


cpaees foe. 
WRITE TODAY 


RECORD LIBRARY CLUB ” 
Dept. S, 718 Washington N., Mirineapolis, Minn. 
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wicked his brethren. Poor Lot who 
neglected his family until his re- 
ligion'was a.mockery to his sons- 
in-law. Poor Lot who took two 
daughters out of Sodom, but could 
not get Sodom out of his daugh- 
ters. Lot down in Sodom was dear 
to God and God would not give 
him up. God must give His. chil- 
dren another chance. He may pun- 
ish them, but He loves them. He 
may chastise His own most sever- 
ly, but He never gives one up. 


2. God Did Not Cast Away David 
When He Sinned Grievously 


Is it not amazing that God who | 


had chosen David to be king, had 
chosen David, like Jacob, to be 
in the ancestral line of Jesus, the 
Saviour, would not give up David 
when David sinned? 

David was a man after God's 
own heart, a man of faith. By 
faith he risked all and killed the 
giant Goliath through the power 
of God on his little sling. David 
was inspired as the sweet singer 
of Israel to write the Psalms of 
David. The dear Lord Jesus was 
not ashamed to be called “the son 
of David” and the angel promised 
Mary that God would give to Je- 
sus “the throne of his father Da- 
vid” (Luke 1:32). 

We know that David led Bath- 
into sin. Then, 
adultery should be found out, he 


had her husband, Uriah the Hit- | 


tite, slain with the sword. And 
God did punish David with heart- 
breaking severity. His baby died. 
His daughter was raped by her 
half-brother, a son of David. Then 
Absalom, brother of Tamar, 
avenged her wrong by killing 
wicked Amnon, and David grieved 
over the murder of a licentious son 
by another son. Then Absalom 
himself stole the throne and David 
ran for his life until Abs&tom was 
killed in battle. 


Yet God called David back to 


lest his | 


preach unto it the preaching that 
I’ bid thee’: (Jonah 3:2). It is 
Jonah's call back to Bethel! ‘Jo- 
nah, you are called as a prophet 
of -God. There have been holy 


'vows. There have been divine rev- 


elations! Now God calls you again 
to preach the Gospel as He has 
called you before.” 

“So Jonah arose, 
Nineveh, according to the word 
of the Lord’; (Jonah 3:3). And 
God gave one of the most marvel- 
ous revivals of. all history, and 
hundreds of thousands of people 
repented in sackcloth and ashes, 
and turned to God for mercy and 
forgiveness. God gave Jonah a 
second chance. 


and went unto 


4. Peter, Cursing, Denying Christ, 
Was Restored to Fellowship 
and to Wonderful Service 

Peter is another example of a 
man who needed another chance. 
You know how Peter had vowed 
to die for Jesus. He went in and 
sat by the fire with the soldiers 
who would crucify the Saviour 
before nine o'clock the next morn- 
ing. And in some way, as it al- 
ways happens with those who rest 
in bad company, Peter's courage 
ebbed away. They “put no strings” 
on him, but he was hindered none 
the less. And when he was chal- 
lenged, he denied that he knew 
the Lord Jesus and cursed and 
swore and said, “I know not the 
man.” Then, as Jesus had said it 
would, the cock crowed, and Peter 
suddenly faced the ruin of all his 
ministry, the breaking of all his 
vows, and public disgrace in the 


eyes of the disciples. Peter went 


out in the dark that cool April 
morning and wept bitterly. 

Well, Peter would naturally say, 
“T’m: all washed up. Who would 
hear me preach the Gospel now? 
Who wants to hear a man who has 
no courage and who lies and de- 
nies Jesus and curses and 

(Continued on page 12) 
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swears?’ So Peter gave up the 
ministry. I can imagine that he 
said, ‘Well, I'll. have to make a 
living some way. I have a. big 
family and my mother-in-law lives 
with me. I'll go back to the fish- 
ing business.” 

So back up to the little Sea 
of Galilee Peter went. And he 
was such a leader that the other 
disciples went with him, Oh, when 
we fail God, without meaning to 
we may lead so many others to 
failure! And the disciples again 
had a boat and nets. They toiled 
all night. But they caugnt nothing 
at all. And in thewmorning one 
stood by the seaside and _ said, 
“Children, have ye any meat?” 
(His voice was like an angel's, 
but they knew Him not.) 

No, they had caught nothing 
all night. But He told them to let 
down the net on the other side 
of the boat. They did, and sud- 
denly the net was filled with 153 
great fish! 

John the beloved, more spirit- 
ually minded than the others, per- 
haps, recognized that it was Jesus. 
Had He not given them a great 
load of fishes, two boats full, once 
before? And when Peter knew 
it was Jesus, he suddenly turned 
the nets loose. They could bring 
in the fish or they could let them 
go. What were fish beside® a 
chance to see Jesus and get the 
matter of his’ sin and_ failure 
straightened out! 


So Peter put on his coat and 
jumped. into the sea to swim to 
the shore. Boats are: too. slow 
when you've been so iong away 
from your Bethel, so long out of 
fellowship, so long out of the will 
of God! 

You remember how they ate 
the breakfast Jesus cooked around 
the fire and then the searching 
question put to Peter, and how 
Peter said, “Lord, thou knowest 
that I love thee.” So Jesus recom- 
missioned Peter and soon we see 
him on the Day of Pentecost, 
standing before thousands and 
preaching the Gospel with power, 
and 3,000 souls were added to the 
chureh that day! 

Oh; we serve the God who gives 
a second chance, a third chance. 
We serve the God who seeks us 
so long and pleads with us to come 
back to the Bethel of. blessing, 
back to the renewing of our call, 
the. re-signing of our commission! 


5. The Prodigal Son Story Shows 

How Willingly God Forgives 

It may be that one reads this 
who is net even saved. Or perhaps 
you have gone so far in sin that 
vou do not feel any assurance of 
salvation. Then remember _ that 
blessed story of the prodigal son 
as told by our Saviour in Luke 15. 
A certain man had.two sons. One 
of them was given the portion of 
goods that belonged. to him, end 
took his journey into a far coun- 
try and there wasted his substance 
in riotous Hving. As gamblers and 
drinkers and harlot-chasers do, he 
came to want, and had no friends. 
He got a job feeding pigs, and 
there in want and hunger, his 
proud heart broke and he came 
to his senses. That prodigal boy 
said, “I will arise and go to my 
father, and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heav- 
en, and before thee, And am no 
more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired ser- 
vants”: (Luke 15:18, 19). 

And, praise God, he ‘did arise 
and go to his father. And the fath- 
er saw him.a great way off. (How 
long his father had watched. the 
road and longed for the boy’s re- 
turn') The father: ran to meet 
him and fell on his neck. and 
kissed him. The boy confessed his 
sin, but the. father hushed him up 
and called for a robe 10 take the 
place of his rags, called for ser- 
vants to bring shoes for his bare 
and sore feet, called for a ring of 
sonship to go on his finger. And 
they killed the fatted calf long 
prepared for this contingency. The 
neighbors were called in, and they 
had a feast of rejoicing. The boy 
who was dead is alive again! The 
boy who was lost is now found! 
I do not wonder that they began 
to be merry! 

© sinner, you are not far from 
God. Come home! O backslider. in 
heart, the Father never ceases 
watching the road, waiting ‘for 


your return! Before ever you can 
confess how unworthy you are and 
how little you merit: His. blessings, 


the. Father will take you in His 


arms and kiss you and _ forgive 
you. God wants to take off your 
soiled robes and put on you the 
white garment of His righteous- 
ness. He wants to give you the 
manifest token, the ring of son- 
ship. He wants your feet shod 
with the preparation of the Gos- 
pel of peace. O backslider, God 
cannot give you up! As He called 
Jacob back to Bethel, He calls you 
back to forgiveness and blessing 
and joy and fellowship again. God 
does not forsake His own. Will 
vou, like Jacob, come back to 
Bethel? And that is simply anoth- 
er way of saying to draw near 
to God, for He will surely draw 
near to you as He has promised. 
Come for forgiveness, for He of- 
fers it free. He wants you, not as 
a hired servant, but as a son, so 
come boldly to that throne of 
grace, Come back to Bethel to- 
day! 


IV. How Jacob and His Family 
Went Back to Bethel — 
Well, God called Jacob back to 
Bethel and, thank God, Jacob 
came. It was only twenty or twen- 
ty-five miles. He ought to have 
gone long ago. But now he went. 


“Then Jacob said unto his 


and before the time you should 
have taken to teach your children 
the Word of God and win them 
and bless them? In Jesus’ name, 
put away the idols! 

Some woman loves her children 
more than she loves God. She 
thinks. more of their happiness, 
their popularity, their prosperity, 
than she thinks about the Word of 
God and winning souls, and the 
secret place of prayer. Oh, if you 
would come back to Bethel, put 
away your idols! 


That job, that loved one to 
whom you may be engaged, that 
denomination upon whose promo- 
tion and endorsement vou depend 
—whatever that thing which has 
infringed upon the crown rights 
of Jesus Christ, upon the single- 
ness of heart with which He de- 
mands that you serve Him—put 
that idol away! If you would go 
back to Bethel, then idols must 
be destroyed. 

It may be that the idol which 
has come between you and God 
is your own will. You want your 
way, as did the prodigal son who 
went into the far country. Then if 
you would come back to the Beth- 
el of blessing, your will must. be 
given_up t6 God’s sweet will. 

Years ago when Grace, my old- 
est daughter, was three or four 
years old, she rebelled at some 
command. Sadly I spanked her 
very hard and made her do what 
she was told to do. Then I left, 
and when I left, I did not tell her 
good-by. She still sulked for a 
little bit over her spanking, but 
then she was penitent and she 


Take Time to Talk With God 


By Helen Frazee-Bower / 
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Take time to talk with God before you hurry 
To life’s appointed tasks. Bring all your care, 
Your disillusionment, your doubt, your worry, 
And talk it over with the Lord in prayer. 


Take time to talk with God. He stands between you 
And all the unexpected that can come: 

From every unseen foe His love would screen you, 
And in its warmth are light and peace and home. 


Take time to talk with God. Be not contriving 

To push beyond today’s uncertain rim. 
Commit it to the Lord. Not all our striving 

Can do as much as one small word with Him. 


household, and to all that were 
with him, Put away the strange 
gods that are among vou, and be 
clean, and change your garments: 
And let us arise, and go up to 
Beth-el; and I will make there an 
altar unto God, who answered me 
in the day of my distress, and was 
with me in the way which I went. 
And they gave unto Jacob all the 
strange gods which were in their 
hand, and all their earings which 
were in their ears; and Jacob hid 
them under the oak which was by 
Shechem,’’——Gen. 35 :2-4. 

Will you consider..how Jacob 
and his family came to Bethel. 


1. They Put Away Their Idols 
First, Jacob commanded _ his 
household and workers, “Put away 


ithe strange gods that are among 


| a 


So the idols that had been 
cherished these years, the idols 
stolen from her father by Rachel, 
and perhaps other idols, were 
brought to Jacob and solemnly 
surrendered, and they were dis- 
owned and put away! 

Does God really have first place 
in your life? Remember that God 
said, “For I the Lord thy God am 


a jealous God” (Exod. 20:5). And 


when God, in fury, destroyed Is- 
rael, killing many by the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzer’s army, and car- 
rying the rest away captive, He 
revealed to Ezekiel that it was 
“this image of jealousy’ which 
wicked people had put in the en- 
try of the temple, which had bro- 
ken God's heart and aroused His 
fury against His sinning people 
(Ezek. 8:5)! Oh, put away your 
idols! You cannot properly go back 
to Bethel, back to the place of 
blessing, back to the renewal of 
power, back to the holy vows, 
unless you put away your idols. 
Preacher, have you pleased the 
denomination more than you have 
pleased God? Put away your idol! 
Businessman, have you put your 
business, your job, ahead of the 
iouse Of God, ahead of the Bible, 


began to say to her mother, 
though I was already gone, ‘‘Good- 
by, Daddy! Good-by, Daddy!” And 
when she took her afternoon -nap, 
half-asleep, with tears running 
down her little face, she would 
say, ‘‘Good-by, Daddy!” She was 
tired of her own way. She was 
sorry for her rebellion. She want- 
ed to make right what she had 
done wrong. 

So your stubborn will must be 
given up if you would have the 
fullness of God's blegsing. Do not 
hesitate to pull. that idol of self- 
will out by the roots and let God 
have His way in your lite, if you 
want to live at the place of bless- 
ing. 


Put On Clean Garments 

Jacob commanded, “Put away 
the strange gods that are among 
you, and be clean, and change 
your garments” (Gen, 35:2). It 
is a good practice we have of 
bathing and putting on fresh gar- 
ments when we go to the house 
of God. It does not matter so 
much about the other people who 
will be at the church. But one 
ought to dignify his going to the 
house of God, one ought to make 
it an high oceasion. As one puts on 
his best clothes to go courting or 
to meet important visitors, so 
surely it is nice sometimes to 
dress the best we can just to hon- 
or Jesus Christ. 

But Jacob had in mind here a 


‘cleaning up before going to Bethel. 


I do not doubt that there was a 
lot of bathing going on among the 
large family of children and serv- 
ants. And that symbolizes that we 
need to be clean, clean of dirty 
habits, clean of filthy thoughts, 
clean of bad associations, if we 
would truly go back to Bethel, 
back to the place of blessing. 

I had a letter once from a dear 
woman who heard me_ regularly 
on the radio. She said she became 
convicted about the sin of dipping 
snuff. Some visitors came to her 


—_ 


continued next week. 
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house and rang the doorbell. She 
had snuff in her mouth and hac 
not time to run to the kitchen tc 
spit it out. What would she do? 
Ashamed for it to be known that 
she dipped snuff, she swallowed 
the snuff, wiped her mouth, and 
went to the door! 


But the nicotine in that mouth- 
ful of snuff made her sick. She felt 
greatly ashamed that she had a 
habit that she dared not let her 
neighbors know about. She was 
ashamed that she had a secret 
that she must hide from those 
who would be offended by it. She 
had heard me preaching about 
how a Christian ought to keep 
his body as a holy temple of the 
Lord and she resolved she would 
quit the snuff. 


She had used this form of tobac- 
co for many years. It had a vise- 
like hold upon her—a habit which 
it seemed almost impossible to 
break, 


When she gave up the snuff, she 
got sick. Lying on her bed, des- 
perately sick, she said, “‘O God, 
if I die, I will never touch the 
filthy stuff again! If I die, I will 
die clean!”’ But God raised her up 
and she was free from the habit. 
She had gotten clean, and had 
come again to Bethel, the place 
of blessing. 


3. They Laid Aside Ordinary 
Ornaments and Pleasures for 
Bethel 


And now here is a_ strange 
thing: God did not tell Jacob all 
the details of preparation they 
should make to come to Bethel. 
It was Jacob who, knowing about 
the idol gods, commanded that 
they be put away. It was Jacob 
who said to his family, “Be clean, 
and change your garments.”’ God 
someway inspired these people of 
Jacob’s household to do more than 
they were commanded. They not 
only brought the strange gods, but 
they brought “all their earrings 
which were in their ears; and Ja- 
cob hid them under the oak which 


'was by Shechem” (Gen. 35:4). 


You will note that God did not 
say it was wrong to wear ear- 
rings. And God did not tell them 
to leave off their earrings, even, as 
they were to come up to Bethel 
to worship God. Earrirgs are not 
necessarily wrong. When Abra- 
ham sent his servant to get a 
bride for Isaac, he sent along rich 
golden earrings and other jewels 
for the dear girl who would be 
a bride. 

Christian women are command- 
ed that their adorning should not 
be “that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing 
of gold, or of putting on of ap- 
parel.” No, the real adornment 
of a good woman is “the hidden 
man of the heart,’ that “meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price’ (I 
Pet. 3:3, 4). 

We do not think it is wrong to 
plait the hair. Certainly it is not 


| q wrong to wear garments. But a 
2. They Washed. Themselves and. ‘ 5 
-woman’s beauty does not depend 


upon her garments or on her gold- 
en jewels or on the way she 
dresses her hair. 

I think something of this was 
put in the hearts of Jacob’s house- 
hold by the Holy Spirit. Before 
they went to Bethel, they laid 
aside the earrings. Sometimes 
when we wait on God for revival 
and pray for the power of God, or 
pray for some answer in a time 
of distress, we put aside food. Eat- 
ing is not wrong, but sometimes 
God’s people ought to fast. Sleep- 
ing is not wrong at the appointed 
time to sleep, but sometimes God’s 
people ought to watch all the 
night through and call on Him. 
Ordinary businesses of life are not 
necessarily wrong, but’ there 
comes a time when they must give 
way to a special time of seeking 
God. Pleasures and games are not 
necessarily wrong, but sometimes 
they should be laid aside for bet- 
ter things. So these laid aside 
their earrings, although they were 
not commanded to do so. 

Oh, then, I beg you, do not let 
even the good things, even those 
things which are perhaps harm- 
less, keep you from he fullness 
of blessing. Paul properly said, 
“All things are lawful unto me, 
but all things are not expedient 


en off earrings 


.» « (I Cor. 6:12).- And surely 
if we take time to seek God’s face, 
there are many things which 
might ordinarily be permissible 
and proper, which ought to be 
laid aside. Oh, then, if it means 
giving up sleep, or giving up food, 
or missing time for business, or 
if it means giving up a sweet 
companionship in order to have 
the better companionship of God, 
I beg you that in this spiritual 
sense you will lay aside whatever 
those earrings represent in your 
life, and go up to Bethel empty, 
to receive the fullness that God 
has for you. 


4, The Whole Family Went to 
Bethel Together! 


“It is blessed that Jacob had been 
at Bethel alone whén he had no 
family. It is doubly blessed that 
now he takes the whole family. 
Joseph was a small boy, and now 
Joseph goes to Bethel. Who knows 
but that the older sons might have 
been more blessed of God if they 
had been early taken to Bethel, 
the house of God, the place of 
blessing, and the altar there. 


Do not try to keep the blessing 
for yourself alone. See that wife 
and children, see that husband and 
loved ones, enter into the blessing, 
too. All the family went togeth- 
er to Bethel. The servants went 
along, too. All alike gave-up their 
idols, washed their bodies, changed 
their garments, and changed their 
ways. Oh, it was .a revival time 
for the household of Jacob when 
all together went up to Bethel 
and there met God. 


It may not be in scme great 
revival service. That may not be 
possible for you just now. It may 
not be under the preaching of the 
Word of God by some Spirit-filled 
man. It may be that you alone at 
home or in your office or on your 
farm or in a rented room in a 
lonely city, will go back to Beth- 
el and to the God of Bethel. Oh, 
I beg you, do it today, no matter 
where you are, 

These words are written in a 
lonely motel room on New Year’s 
Day. Today my. family is gone to 
have happy fellowship with one of 
the daughters—with Jessie and 
Sandy and baby Carol Joy, at 
Moline, Lllinois. If I had been 
there, I would have gone, too. But 
duty called. In a few minutes I 
will go to the pulpit to preach the 
first sermon of the new year for 
me. Hungry hearts are waiting. 
So in this motel room, with a 
heart that was lonely, and feel- 
ing a little the constant pressure 
of the work that is upon me day 
and night, I have sought God. 

The telephone rang, and I rushed 
to pick up the phone, hoping, even 
praying it. would be one of my 
loved ones calling me. It was not. 

But in this motel room today, 
I have gone back to Bethel. IL 
have gone back in my mind and 
heart to the old experiences. IL 
have laid aside idols, I have tak- 
(spiritually, of 
course); I have renewed my vows. 
And this motel room has _ been 
filled with the angels of God, and 
I have felt, even if I have not 
seen, the ladder reaching to Hea- 
ven. 

And Jacob, after he had been 
to Bethel, called it not only Beth- 
el, the house of God, but El-beth- 


el, the God of the house of God. — 


No longer did Jacob think just.of 
the stone upon which- he had 
poured oil. He thought now of God 
who met him in person, the God 
who renewed all the promises He 
had given to Isaac and Jacob, 
the God who heard him in the 
time of distress and delivered him. 
Jacob met God again. 

Will you today have a Bethel 
of blessing and renewing? Will 
you lay aside idols? Will you re- 


pent of sins and be clean? Will 
you break the ties that hinder? 


Will you renew your vows and 
accept the renewed commission 
from God for the work He called 
you to do? Oh, may God let the 
altar fires burn at many a re- 
newed Bethel as you read these 
words. 

I hope many will write. to tell 
me you have waited upon God 
afresh, have renewed yotr VOwSs, 
have gone back to Bethel. . 


—The End— . 
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